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| To thoſe that eſteem and love 
the Church of England, more 
eſpecially to the PaxismioxzRxS of 
Ea Horſley and Eaft Clandon, this 
114 Diſſertation on the moſt proſperous 
State of tbe Gburcb of CRAHRIS I 
for a Thouſand Years bere en Earth, 
is, in all affectionate reſpect, de- 
dicated by the Author. 
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| TIN not aitagaltiing betten the 
Kingdom and the Church of Cuzrsr, 
"hath been, and. is the cauſe of great 
errors ; leading men far from the grace ane 
truth of the Goſpel, in ſome reſpects; to r 
continuance of the Law and 'the Prophets 
within the narrow confines of Jewiſh igno 
rance, and of as vain expectations; and this 
when the grace and truth of the Goſpel hath 
moſt manifeſtly appeared, and the end of the 
Law been rendered moſt clearly viſible, by 
that long ſeries of prophecies, which obhneck 
the Old and New Teſtament, being moſt 
evidently fulfilled. Of his Ki dom, our 
Lozxp when on earth declared, cat it Was 
not of this world; that if his Kingdom had 
been of this velid, then his ſervants" would 


have fought in his defence; and that if it 
41 N 


F WY 


1 — 23 — 
8. = * 
Py. 


he 
, 


. 


%% AA — 283_0_ G@ 
a 


A 4 CE, 
had been corſiftent with the end of his com- 
ing here on earth to take to the ſword in his 


defence, legions of angels were devoted to his 
ſervice. 


* 


By the holy Scriptures of God's revealed 
will the qe 
hath; are eclated to be meompfehe 
and the power with which he ruleth the na- 
tions, and. executeth the righteous. will. 


Gop the Father, in conducting on the courſe - 


of this world to its appointed, end, to b@ ir- 
reliſtible ;. that he is, King of Kings, and 

Lord of lords z. and that thus he muſt reig gn 

through all ages, till all things ſhall be 

« ſubdued by Him, ho for. the ſuffering 15 


« death. for the reconciling the world, is 


& crowned -with glory and honour ; making 
«known hy the church unto principalities 
N * and powers in heavenly places, the Manis 

fold wiſdom of Gop, according to the 
« eternal purpoſe, Which he 1 2. 1 
6 « CHRIST Jews our e And 5g 


«, Cent into 0 her, and ſitteth on the 
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and authority chat our . 
nſible, 
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t right hand of God the Father, and that 
«he ſhall come again with glory to judge 
« the quick and the dead, and that his king- 
t dom ſhall have no end.“ Our Lok d in 
his kingdom is eee, and omni- 
potent. But, r 


The ways and thoughts of Gop are not 
like our ways and thoughts; yet we cannot 
but be convinced in our thoughts, that har- 
monious order, and ſubordination, muſt run 
through the whole of his ways; that all 
things are ranged in order, and ſuſtained 
therein by his almighty power; that nothing 
falls out without him; that no man, whether 
good or bad, liveth or dieth to himſelf ; that 
the decay of every nation under heaven is 
beheld by him; and chat the fall thereof 


| \ never overtaketh them, until ſin, the re- 
\ proach of every nation, hath er 


enn een And, 


The ſymptoms of decaying ſtares are vi- 
fible enough, ſuch as a multiplicity of laws, 
and frequent changes in government. Fre. 
quent changes in a ſtate, are not unlike the 
reſtleſs turnings and motious of dying per- 
_ which are very bad ſymptoms of the 

& $— decaying 
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decaying ſtate of any country, when thereto 
is added, the unwieldy bulkineſs of diſtant. 
territories; for extent of territories is only 
4 bleſſing to à righteous: nation, the reverſe 
to a nation laden with iniquity. St John, 
ſpeaking of this world in general, ſays, chat 
0 the whole world lieth in wickedneſs. » BY 


* man's fall, $f Wand i 18 full = mi- 
cry tranſient and periſnable; and that time 
muſt come, when this world ſnall be ripe. for 
its diſſolution; when G o'd in his righteous 
judgment will put an end thereto, and reſtore 
all things. In the proceſs of this, the ways 
of Gov are paſt finding out, no depth of 
underſtanding can any ho fully trace, them 
dur: yet this is clear, and undoubtedly true, 
that the patient will attain. unto that day; 
when they will ſee Gop juſtified in all the 
layings of his revealed will; and in the in- 
terim they, who acknowledge the only and 
eternal Son of Gop to have come down from 
heaven for their redemption and ſalvation; 
and that he is herein heir Ning, their Priefh, 
and their Prophet, Have" the flobleſt proſpect 
of ha ppineſs, and all the aſfurance thereof, 
that can be wiſhed for, or deſired? There 


us an harmonious corinetticn Between the Off 
. and 
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and New Teſtament; and they Who. beligve 
what Moſes ſaid, will believe in Jssus CHRIST,; | 
for by ſearching the ſcriptures. of the Old, 
Teſtament, it is ſeen, how thoſe chings, which 
Maſes and the Prophets did ſay ſhould come, 
were fulfilled in IE Sus CHRIST F how. that. 
« he. ſhould ſuffer; that he ſhould be the 
« firſt that ſhould riſe. from the dead, and 
«. ſhould ſhew light unto, the people, and to 
« the Gentiles. And they who now belieyc,. 
have this additional advantage, that they ſee 
how the Prophets of the Old Teſtament, 
propheſied not unto, themſelycs, ia like many 
ner as they do unto us, to hom ithe ends 
of the world are come, or the deſigns of Gor, 
in continuing on the courle, of this world, 
are fully revealed. After our Lord's ,aſcen- 
ſion, all the, 'mgcabera of the primitiye Church 
were endued. with the miraculous gifts, ot the 
Holy Ghoſt, for the propagation of the Know: 
ledge of the Goſpel, over „the. Whale world, 
Among the primitive Chtiſtizns thus endu 
the Apoſtles were reckoned in authority 
firſt, and the Prophets or 1 ; 
and a due ſubordination enjoined all the ment} - 
bers in a regular union with the Body or Church, 
and the nn nn Wirhout 
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this the public profeſſion of belief of the 
Goſpel, cannot be preſerved in any country. 
Chriſtians have, though the appointed means 
for the miniſtration of the Goſpel, long en- 
joyed the greateſt light in Gob's fully and 
perfectly revealed will for man's redemption ; 
in its being plainly diſcovered to their ſight, 
who are God's peculiar people; what reſtoration 
all Ifratl is to expert through the Lord our Righ- 
reouſneſs, und where the country and city thereof 
is ; how the mercies promiſed and prefigured 
by the Old Teſtament ate ſure, through our 
Lonp's coming here on earth to be our Me. 
diator. Herein Gop will by no means fufter 
his truth to fail, though it will meet with 
continual oppoſition from the world; and; 
it is apprehended, that, whether the Millen- 
num is paſt, or not, is now a point that 
much concerns the welfare of Chriſtians; and 
that thoſe who do any thing towards having 
this point cleared up, do Krvice t to the cauſe | 
of Chriſtianity. 


1 Y 


An anonymous e ſo Wed chat be 
ſhes the ſeries of the prophecy, the courſe 
and order of the Revelation exhibited. to 
* cSt Jobn' bath accuſed me as wavering, 
and wanting in all reſolution ; and hath 
treated 
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treated what I have written on the-Millen- 
nium, as unworthy of any notice. Pro- 
bably had this author known what wrongs 
and inſults I have met with in the diſcharge 
of my duty, and which made it more in- 
cumbent than ordinary in me to ſeek for 
knowledge in my profeſſion, and to conſider 
what rule or government was appointed for 


the adminiſtration of the Chriſtian religion, 


he might have been more candid and impar- 
tial in his opinion, and his judgment truer. 
And now, though I have not that opportu- 
nity of conſulting and referring to the writ- 
ings of learned authors, which. I once had; 
yet if this anonymous author hall ever con- 
deſcend for the future to ldok on what 1 


write, or have writ. relative to the Millennium, 


and ſhall make any objections thereto, I will 


either thankfully acknowledge theſe objections 
as true; or if otherwiſe, will (as far as in my 


power lies, or can be at my time of life en · 


ed) endeavour to ſhew him; in what it is 


apprehended he js miſtaken but this not 
unleſs he will put his name to what he writes 3 


for there is but one reaſpn, why men hate | 


the light, and that reaſon aloe is ſuſicient 
to make others to avoid the having any thing 
to do with them. At all times we ſhould 


hope 
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hope for the beſt, and it is ineumbent on 
Chriſtians, to be ready always to give an 
< anſwer to every man, that aſketh of chem 
A reaſon of the hope that is in them: and 
this is more eſpecially incumbent on miniſ- 
ters of the Goſpel, when this is ſcen loudly 
to be demanded of them; and the meekneſs 
and. fear requiſite herein, will make them 
avoid all thoſe vain and endleſs diſputes, 
which proud ſcholars, conceited in their opi- 
nions, enter into, to make a ſnew of their 
learning. And however it may be proved 
hereafter, that Dr Hammond, and thoſe: who 
apprehend that the Millennium is paſt, are 
miſtaken in their opinion, there being no 
ſuch ſpace of time paſt as can be aſſigned for 
a Millennium, though it is owned, that for 
that ſpace of time, numbers of Chriſtians, 
about the reign of Conſtantine, retired from the 
world, and devoted their time in life to the 
religious worſhip of Gon, and in charity to 
the poor, and lived happily herein: but this 
is no reigning with CHRIS, agreeable to the 
ſtandard Millennarians conceit kereof. Pro- 
dably too ſuch will further object, that the 
perſons themſelves thus retiring from, or 
being above the n 1 not Ne into 
Aim e dat li 2A. .n the 
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che temptationz thereof, and ſucceſſively en- 
Joying peace and 'happineſs for that ſpace 
of time, were not (ſince there is no kind of 
record thereof) apprehenſive that it was tbe 
Millennium. But what if they were not appre- 
henſive hereof, this is no real objettion to 
the Millennium not being paſt; for'Gov is 


dle chſd antk only: judge in what reſpedl] and 


how long his propheties.ſhould remain con- 
.cealed; and when, and how far they ſhould be 
opened. But ſuppoſing what is ſaid in ſupport 
of the opinion of the Millennium being paſt, 
ſhould be ſhewn to be groundleſs, yet this opi- 
nion of its being paſt; is not attended with thoſe 
[MF conſequences, which thoſe of the contrary 
"*6pihion have hitherto run into; for herein 
they have not only” advanced What is djarne- 
-tritdlly contrary to the whole tenor of holy 
ſcripture, but in their repreſenting i it to come, 
bave fell into mere Jewiſh dorages and” fa- 
bles; while by indulging! their own Tpecula- 
Bons, they have dreamt of forme fancied fu. 
ture Millennium, wherein they Tee (like the 
aforeſaid monymous author) 'Mahometiſm 
ak extirpated, Popery reformed; and the whole 
e Chürch in general, both in manners and 
c and diſcipline; enjoyink; i moe thän pri- 
22¹¹ ! b « mitive 
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* mitivg purity, unmoleſted by enemies wich- 
out, unhurt by internal diviſions ;- and that 
the ſcene will be enlarged; by all che an- 
cient prophecies receiving their comple- 
tion; by the reſtoration; of the Jews, and 
the call of the Gentiles,” From ſuch in- 
dulgencies in ſpeculations, and the not ſce- 
ing the completion of the ancient prophecies, 
according to the light given thereto,” upon 
and. ſince the: firſt preaching of the Goſpel, 
-were bred the Fifth monarchy- men, en 
of F anatics, a "_ ann 
T's Chur 
tant 8 ever will be looked, upon, and 
zreated. as an enemy to hat is man's, nature 
through: his Kall. Without grace man can- 
2 FO BF of $a THO 5 a 
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Sherwiß the world en hated and 
Sinn 92 deſpiſed 
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deſpiſed the Chriſtian religion, and conſe- 
quently the miniſters thereof; and all perſons, 
all ſtates and. Potentates, in proportion as 
they become corrupt, tyrannical and oppreſ- 
bye, ſeeing how inconſiſtent; the Chriſtian 
religion is with their tyranny. and oppreflipy, 
will either openly oppoſe it, or clandeſtinely 
corrupt it ; ab, to reduce it to their 
purpoſe, through Je ouly ; 3 doing all in their 
power to prevent ſuch gathering together in 
Canter 's name, as will advance the real pro- 
feſſion of the Chriſtian faith. The divine 
author and figiſher of our faith, the only and 
eternal Son of Gob, hath appointed an Hier- 
arcby, or ſacred government in, his church, 
for the preaching and maintaining faith in 
him; and declared unto his Apoſtles, or firſt 
miniſters, , that © all power .in heaven and jn - 
«earth was. given. unto him; and that he 
% had overcome the world, 2 would 
« hate them; and promiſed that he would 
not leave them comfortleſs, but would be 
vwith them to the end of the world. Sinde 
earth, and ſuch promiſes: made 10 it, can any 
one but an ãnfidel imagine, that Cunisr will 
leave his Church deſtitute of his preſence at 
1 01 8915 | eee 30: O08 
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dil d Ame more than at 19 Undoub&it 
lie will be Preſent with his Church, as is Te- 
*quifite and heceMry, unto the end of the 
world, the appointed time "of, which. lies in 
"view before Him. Now rhoigh CH RfST'S 
Church is militant here on earth and he the 
conductor of it through this 8 dad, yet it is 
in the ſtricteſt manner incumbent on his fol- 
"Mets always to remember, that their = 224 
are not carnal, but ſpiritual, all- ſufficient i 
over "the world, when 8 25 in that humi- 
"Try, „order and love, which he hath made 
oo 1 of unity to him their Head, and to 
bis Body the Church: and Chriſtians thus 
United are © a "choſen generation, a royal 
4 pfleſthood, A peculiar people, that ſhew 
ar the praiſes of ,Him, who hath brought 


4 them our of, ; Harkneſs into his marvelous. 
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1 Triithis world wy pers of datkrieſs have 
<theit h6ur,,<6nſequently here on earth there 
muſt be viciſſitudes and perilous times to the 
endlrof the world; and the leſs perilous times 
aught to be eſteemed happy times: but be 
the times as:they will, the faithful will not 
be ſeduced, ee and deceived to rebel 

againſt 
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PREFACE. - wh 
againſt the righteous and gracious laws, com- 
mands, ordinances, and appointments of Gop, 
at no time, by the alluring inchantment of the 
irreligious policy, or deſtructive ſubtlety of 
any men, or any party of men, conſpiring to- 
gether for the ſake of worldly pleaſure and 
profit, herewith Chriſtians never become 
knowingly and willingly ſpotted, no plauſible 
pretence ſhould ever induce them to-do evil 
that good may come of it; no ſpeeches of thoſe 
ſlaves of ſin promiſing liberty, while they 
themſelves are ſeen to be the greedy and unſa- 
tisfiable ſervants of corruption, ſhould. draw 
them into practices ruinous of themſelves and 
others; if we are followers of that which is 
good, no powers, however great, can harm us; 
of this danger indeed we ſtand forewarned, 
that in the moſt perilous. times harmful falſe» 
prophets, thoſe baſe hirelings, that creep for 
lucre ſake into the Church, maſt abound ; 
of theſe falſe prophets there are two forts, 
thoſe whoſe ſmooth tongue and deceitful hearc 
enable them to preach peace. to thoſe men, 
who, thro? their conforming to the evil prac- 
tices which prevail, in this corrupt world, are 
in the broad and beaten way that leadeth to 
deſtruction. The other falſe prophets are the 
| B reverſe 
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reverſe to theſe, they who lay heavy burdens 


on others, either by their gloomy preaching, 


or their ill foreboding prognoſtications of what 
may be but the beginning of ſorrows, or the 
ſudden and unwarrantable criterions that they 
ſer up as ſtandards. for men to judge of their 
ſtate of ſalvation by, thus make to weak and 
inconſiderate Chriſtians the narrow path that 
leadeth * unto life ſtraiter than it is; but 
there is no room for the tares that theſe ene- 
mies of the Church of Caz1sr are for ſowing 
in the hearts of honeſt and upright men; thoſe 


men in whoſe hearts the ſeed of the word of 


Gop hath gotten any growth; for theſe men, 
like faithful Jacob, „ will command their 


children and their houſeholds after them, 
* and ſee that they keep the way of the Logy;” 
thus, by a due uſe of the grace given, ſave 


their own ſouls, add to the number of Gov's 
ele&; and thus haſten. on the coming of the 
day of the Lokp, that great day of the Lox, 
when he will come in his glorious majeſty to 
judge the world, and cloſe the ſcene of man's 
redemption; till which time of the reſtitution 
of all things, heaven muſt receive him en- 


throned at the right hand of Gop. If it is 


_ Thus revealed, bebe comes it, that thoſe that 
call 


- 
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call themſelves Chriſtians can be ſo far deluded, 
as tg imagine that an earthly Jeruſalem ſhall 
ever be any how the place of the immediate 
reſidence of our SAaviouR, or that the Jews 
will have any terreſtrial reſtoration? Such Chriſ- 
tians are not unlike the hardened Jews at the 
latter end of the former days, in having eyes, 
and cannot ſee; for theſe, if through their 

pride and deep- rooted prejudices, they did not 
ſeparate themſelves from the Catholick Church 
of Car1sT, would enjoy the bleſſed right of 
truth in union. with all faithful members of 
CurisT's Church; while “ with all lowlineks 
and meekneſs, with long ſuffering,.. forbear- 
ing one another in love, they endeavoured - 
<« to keep the unity of the Spirit in he bond 
<« of peace; there being one body, one ſpirit ; 
even as we are called in one: hope of our 
4 calling, one Lokb, one faith, one baptiſm, 
one Gop and Father; who is above alk and 
« through all, and in all ; and unto every one 


« js given grace, according to the mealug ok 


« the gift of CHRIST.“ The Reformer oe 
Church of England, the pureſt emsig of. 
Cuaisr's Catholick Church of any national 
Church in Chriſtendom, aſſumed not in the 
reformation thereof any ſuch 1ndependency, as 

| 52 difſvlyed | 
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diſſolved this unity of Cuklsr's Catholick 
Church, a building fitly framed and compacted 
together, Faith, Hope, and Charity, being the 
cement which unites us in this building. 
To the perſon or perſons who ſeparate them- 
ſelves from the Catholick Church of Cuz IS, 
hold themſelves independent thereof, there is 
no promiſe of grace; and if they continue 
ſuch, theſe become caſtaways. If the ill conſe- 
quences of  independency ſhould be traced 
out, and it ſeen how near it is allied to, and 
how directly it leads to apoſtacy, it would be 
ſufficient to make men very heedful hereof. 
A greater inſtance of this cannot be brought 
than in the famous independent, Milton, who 
Was a rebel 10 bis Gop, to bis King, and to his 
Country; to his Gop, in what he taught of 
divorce, for herein his doctrine was not lefs 
contrary to our Savioun's inſtitution of mar- 
Triage, than Mabomet's plurality of wives; 
that he was a rebel to his King, no Chriſtian 
can doubt, nor to his country, in his being a 
tgol to that uſurper Ol ver Cromwell, a man 
whoſe ſoul was of fo black a dye, that there 
was no miſchief he was not capable of doing, 
nor of cant and hypocriſy afterwards to cover 
* over with; and A in the part he acted 
ö herein, 
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herein, contradicted his own principles, for he 
owns that, it is not wrong, but right and juſtice, 
and ſome due cauſe annexed, that deprives apeople 
of their outward liberty, their inward loſt. 

No true Chriſtians can ever become rebels: 
to their king and country; nor be diſturbers of 
government, for they ſee how every ſtation in 
life, from the ſcepter to the ſpade, is fraught 
with labour and difficulty: they regard govern- 
ment as the ordinance of God for the good of 
man, they deſpiſe not dominion, nor ſpeak evil 
of dignities; they cannot indeed but be con- 
cerned; when they ſee dignified perſons acting 
contrary to all dignity. If the independent Mil- 
ton, that moſt excellent poet, who ſaw ſo much 
of truth, and writ ſo harmoniouſly and charm- 
ingly on it, was drawn aſide into ſuch errors 
and evils as he was, by the ſelf-ſufficiency and 
pride incident to our fallen nature, this ſhould 
reach us never to expect infallibility in any 
man, and to be very ' watchful that our ſelf- 
ſufficiency and pride do not betray us into 
that forbidden -independency of ſelf- popery. 
« CHRIST is the true light, which - lighteth 
«every man that cometh into the world : but 
© all are nor {gel which are of Jrael:“ our Sa- 

VIOUR hath declared what fort of perſons he 
| . >. - * owns, 
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owns, with whom he is graciouſly preſent, and 
whom he rejects. | 
Where there are no corrupt remains of. 
Chriſtianity, nor preparations for receiving it, 
a late diſcovery ſhews into what ſtate of de- 
generacy man fell into: for it is diſcovered, 
that the principal perſons among theſe herds 
of men, have accuſtomed themſelves to ſuch 
practices, endeavouring thereby to ſatisfy 
their luſt, as are below what is practiſed by 
any kind of brute beaſts. Vet a certain com- 
piler of voyages hath ſlightly paſſed this over, 
and given theſe people a character that no 
ways belongs to them; this muſt make what 
he publiſhed acceptable, but only to thoſe 


ho have no ſenſe oſ decency, nor regard: for 


religion; and it muſt be owned, that there are 
numbers of ſuch ſort: of perſons, and that the 
true profeſhon/ of the Chriſtian Faith appears 
at this time to be greatly on the decay here. 
Srcparation from the church, or independency, 
chath laid the foundation hereof, thro' mens“ 
diſbelief of that article of the Chriſtian 
Faith, which tends ſo much to its increaſe 
ant ſtrengths and on Which its due mi- 
niſtration ſo much depends, that there is 
one "Catholic 1 n Church,” but 


towards 
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towards the time of our Savrou'x's ſecond 
coming, it is not to be expected that the mi- 
nitration of the Goſpel of the kingdom of 
heaven will meet with due eſteem ſh: regard, 
bur with the quite contrary treatment, there 
being then 'lirtle faith in Jesvs CHr15T to be 
found here on earth, and men greatly: deceiving 
and deceived * ſo then it would not be unac- 
_counrable, if mens“ faith in Gob's gracious 
gocdneſs, and in his daily providence over 
chem, was found tobe fo loſt im general, that 
b any practice uſual among infidels might be 
ſet on foot among the nations of this world, 
tho it was only to be introduced by buſy 
women, and even too if it was ſuch an impi- 
ous and finful practice, as had a manifeſt ten- 
dency to corrupt in poſterity, to more than a 
third and fourth 'peheration, true ſoundneſs of | 
health, che greateſt" bleſſing Gop hath given | 
men! The corruptions practiſed among the 2 
Otabeiter are fo great, that they would not go | 
"dow with the profeſſors of Mahometiſm, | 
that moſt horrid corruption in religion; yet 
'Horrid as this religion is, no corruption in | 
religion beats the appearance of increaſing = 
towsds the time appointed for the diſſolution =" 
ef this world, like Mahometiſm : ſo deviliſn 
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and ſenſual a corruption in religion, that no 
proud and.:conceited independent can invent 
one more agreeable to the luſt and pride of 
man's fallen nature, Mahometiſm being a de- 
ceit in the. higheſt manner adapted thereto.z 
neither when men ſhall come to haft the light 
of the Goſpel, can there be found any precedent 
ſo effectual to perſecute Chriſtianity; as Ma- 
hometan perſecution. Their perſecuting Chriſ- | 
tians with poverty and contempt, is very artful 
and powerful, while thoſe who have, in their 
hatred of Chriſtianity, endeavaured to extin- 
guiſh its light, by ſhedding the blood of mar- 
tyrs, have but the more made it ſhine out 
thereby; but no ſort of perſecution is very 
preyailing till the ſtate takes it in hand; then 
indeed is the chief corner-ſtone laid for perſe- 
ceuting the Church of Cuaisr: and the ſureſt 
way to prepare the ground for laying, this 
corner- ſtone, is their treating. his church with 
contempt and. ſcorn, and the, miniſtrations of 
it as ſo. contrary to reaſon, that any ſettled mi- 
.niſtration thereof muſt be an uſcleſs burthen on 
the public. On the contrary, every Chriſtian 
ſtate will duly. patronize, or receive the minil- 
ters of the Goſpel of the kingdom of heaven, 
and not fuppreſs what is made neceſſary for its 
3 miniſtration. 
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miniſtration, Lately much hath been ſpoken 
about the power of the ſtate over the church ; 
undoubtedly the ſtare hath. great power in 
countenancing and receiving religion; and no 
miniſters of the Goſpel have a right, or can 
force themſelves on any ſtate; all the right 
they have is, either to be patronized or received 
as miniſters of the Goſpel, or openly rejected, 
not to be undermined: and were they not to 
ſtand to this their right, after the manner they 
are directed by Divine Authority, they would 
ſoon become the miniſters of ſome political 
ſyſtem, or ſtate religion, inconſiſtent with, and 
contrary to the Chriſtian religion. If a ſtate 
mould think fit to reject the miniſtration of 
the Goſpel, then it is the duty of Chriſtians, 
while they think fit to live in ſuch a ſtate, to 
live quietly under that government, and not to 
raiſe diſturbances; for when Chriſtians appre- 
hend that their abiding in this or that country 
can be of no ſervice to themſelves or others, 
they are directed to flee to ſome other country, 
but the love of their country ſhould make this 
their laſt reſort. What reception, what pa- 
tronage Chriſtians in general ate to expect 
from the powers of this world, appears from 
* our r bleſſed Saviouk told his. Apoſtles, 


when 
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when he ſaid to them, that the time would come 
when whoſoever ſhould carry on their petſe- 
cution againſt them, ſo far as to kill them, 
would think that they did Gop ſervice; and 
nothing contributed towards making Pontius 

Pilate condemn our Lok b, more than bis being 
told, that as our Loxp had declared himſelf 
a king, ſo if he acquitted him he was not 
Czſar's friend; to ſay this to Pontins Pilate, the 
chief prieſts and Phariſees had moved the 
people, and that for this political reaſon, be- 
cauſe they thought that unleſs they could 
fifle- our Eoxd's dectrine, by perfecuting Him 
ro death, all men would believe on him, 
c and the Romans would come and take 
away their place and nation.“ Thus the poot 
remains of their” government would be over. 
turned and deſtroyed. And this had been de- 
batedi at the meeting of the chiefs of the Jewiſh 
ſtate, before it was inſtilled into the ptople t und 
whenever any ſtate perſceureth religion, by en- 
deavouring either immediately/toſtop' its ad- 
miniſtration or to lay a: foundation for fo 
doing, pubh&@ good mult be? their + pretence 
in ſome ſhape or other to the people; and 
this trutb, how that the publie profeſſion of 
"oy # ag of the — and that only is pro- 
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promotive in the higheſt degree of a people's 
chearful induſtry and health, is never ſeen or re- 
garded by any apoſtatiſing people, for ſuch have 
ſer up this idol in their hearts, the love and ſer:; 
vice of the mamman of unrighteouſaeſs, before 
the love of Gop; and in all probability, this ſort 
of idolatry is carried on here to a degree beyond 
any example practiſed heretofore in this nation, 
ſince it hath been Chriſtian. But be the times of 
this world what they will, as Chriſtians at no 
time need, ſo they ſhould not be in any thing 
terrified by their adverſaries; their conſciouſneſs 
of what they ate ſhould preſer ve them from 
this, they being conſcious that they are ſub- 
jects to a King, ho is omnipotent and omni- 
preſent in his kingdom; and that his church is 
nat only a part of his kingdom, but the beloved 
part thereof. It behoveth every Chriſtian to 

have right and diſtinct notions of the omnipo- 
tency of Car1sT's kingdom, and of the mili- 
tant ſtate of his church here on earth; had this 
been duly attended unto, there would not 
have been found either thoſe cruel perſecuross, 
or thoſe ridiculous knights errant, that there 
have been among thoſe protciling themſclves 
members of Carisr's catholick church; but 
each, in their earneſt contentions againſt the 


oppoſitions 
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oppoſitions they met with, would have acted 
for the advancement of the faith on which 
Cuxisr's church is built, as good ſtewards of 
the manifold grace of Gop in their ſeveral 
and reſpective ſtations: and thus, according to 
their baptiſmal vow, the Chriſtian's firſt and 
principal oath of allegiance, (and cofrrary to 
which no Chriſtian can become allied to any 
ſtate or potentate on earth) have fought as 
CuxisT's faithful ſoldiers, but with the wea- 
pons injoined, and in the fair order and ſubor- 
_ dination required of them, in duly ſubmitting 
themſelves to one another in the fear of Gov. 
The hierarchy which our Loxp appointed in 
his church, is plain from what he ſaid to his 
Apoſtles, when he told them, that “he aps 
« pointed unto them a kingdom, as Gop the 
« Father had appointed him; and that they 
« ſhould ſit on twelve thrones judging the twelve 
s tribes of Jrael.“ Thus our Loto laid the 
foundation of and ſet a precedent for that 
form of government, which afterwards ſubſiſt- 
ed in his church; that the Apoſtles did, ac- 
cording to our Lonxp's appointment, judge 
the Iſrael of Gon, appears paſt all contradiction 
| EY I, from 
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from their As, for therein it is recorded, that 
when difficult points occurred, theſe were re- 
ferred to, and ſubmitted to the deciſion of 
the Apoſtles aſſembled at Jeruſalem; and 
ſuch their deciſions are precedents for articles 
of religion. Afterwards, in proceſs of time, 
articles of religion were agreed on occaſionally 
in general councils, made up of the biſhops in 
particular churches, and their proceeding. in 
affairs ſpiritual or eccleſiaſtical, were not fruſ- 
trated by prohibitions from the civil ſtate, 
whereby miniſters of the Goſpel are expoſed 
to be intolerably oppreſſed for the conſcienti- 
ous diſcharge of their duty, Where occaſional 
proceedings of councils, or of national ſynods 
or convocations, are not received, but ſmother- 
ed and ſuppreſſed, it muſt end in the deſtruc- 
tion of the power which CHRIST gave to his 
Catholic and Apoſtolic Church; and which is 
neceſſary for the continuance of the public 
profeſſion of his religion in any country, from 
the incidents ariſing in proceſs of time. A re- 
ception of the adminiſtration of the Goſpel of 
the kingdom of heaven, rendered vague and 
pnſettled, by prohibition from the civil ſtate, 
is no reception at all, but where ſuch prohi- 
bition prevails, is in fact a moſt contemptuous 

| treatment, 
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treatment, and an annihilating tantalization of 
the right and power which Car1sT left to his 
church, for the adminiſtration of the media» 
torial ſyſtem of religion, or Goſpel-covenant 
of ſalvation, founded on faith in him. The 
clergy, or the miniſters of the Goſpel, are 
under the ſtricteſt obligation to deliver the 
terms of ſalvation, and the conſequences of 
the future judgment revealed, as they are 
required by the Goſpel; if this their doctrine 
is rejected, or any how oppoſed, or by any 
mrans withſtood by the laity, this lies at the 
charge of the laity. In the Apoſtles days, 
and for the firſt propagation of the Goſpel, 
miraculous powers were given; but even then 


they to whom theſe powers were given, did not 
always make a proper and orderly uſe of them, 


at leaſt ſome of St. Paul's converts did not; 
and when they acted in a confuſed manner, in 
exertion of the powers given, his reproofs of 
them are backed with the ſtrongeſt reaſons in 
his epiſtles to them; yet, ſometimes it was 
judged by him, that the remedying theſe dil- 
orders required his preſence, or of that perſon 
to whole. care, direction and management he 
left tbem; neither did this always prevail to 


that purpoſe, St. Paul, at all times, in acquit- 


ting 
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ting himſelf under the miraculous. powers he 
had, took eſpecial care not to recede from the 
powers given him, nor to break in upon thoſe 
general orders and appointments, which he 
ſaw would be neceſſary in the church, when 
grown to a mature ſtate; but occaſionally con- 
formed himſelf thereto: as when he went with 
Barnabas to Jeruſalem, to have articles of re- 
ligion for ſettling what was diſputed among 
ſome of his converts; and at another time, as 
« he and Timotheus travelled and went 
« through the cities where converts were, 
they deliyered them the decrees for to keep, 
« that were ordained of the apoſtles and el- 
« ders which were at Jeruſalem; and ſo the 
«churches were eſtabliſhed in the faith, and 
$ increaſed in number daily“. » Without ſuch 
a way of proceeding in a national reformed 
church, as often as occaſions require, the 
church will be continually decreaſing; for if 
articles of religion were neceſſary in the apoſ- 
tles days, « can it be imagined that the church 
can do without, at other times? Articles of 
religion are founded in the unity of CagisT's 
catholic and apoſtolic church, whereby it is 
acknowledged chat © there is one Lokb, one 


80 faith, 
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« faith, one baptiſm, one Gop and Father of 
« a]l.” The preſent unity of CyrisT's church, 
conſiſteth not in every other church being 
ſubject to one church paramount over all the 
reſt, but in their agreement in thoſe truths, 
inſtitutions, and appointments which are ne- 
ceſſary in it. It is allowed by the generality of 
chriſtians, that ChRISH ordained two ſacra- 
ments in his church as generally neceſſary to 
ſalvation; and although the ordaining, the 
ſetting apart, or making ſacred men for the 
adminiſtration of the goſpel, is not one of 
theſe ſacraments, yet it is to be numbered 
among thoſe ſacred appointments that Cnzgisr 
did ordain in his church; and none are to take 
this office of preaching and adminiſtering the 
goſpel, but thoſe that are ordained thereunto; but 
now every one that has front enough to aſſume 
this ſacred office to himſelf, harangues his 
audience on the myſteries of our holy religion, 
as his principles, or no principles, dictate to 
him ; from the famous Hibernian orator in St 
Stephen'schapel, down to the meaneſt that can 
Harangue 'away at an ale-houſe club. And in 
nice manner the myſteries of the chriſtian faith 
Are clandeſtinely made the daily objects of 
news. papers, by anonymous writers z who, by 
entering 
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entering on ſubjects, which are either above 
our knowledge, or elſe which length of time 
now makes impoſlible to ſpeak of with any 
determinate certainty, open a door for endleſt 
debates, diſagreements, and confuſion: theſe 
being points about which it is che duty and 
province of the church occaſionally to ſpeak, 
as far as the light given enables men. Of 
the ſacredneſs and neceſſity of received and 
ſettled miniſters of the goſpel, thus St Paw 
argues, How ſhall men call on him in 
0 whom they have not believed; and how 
«. ſhall they believe in him, of whom they 
“ have not heard? and how ſhall they hear 
* without a pfeacher t and how ſhall they 
«preach except they be ſent * And his 
charge, a little before his death, to Timothy, 
was, *The things which thou haſt heard of me 
, among many witneſſes, the ſame commit 
5 thou to faithful men, who ſhall be able to 
* teach others alſo |.” This order of men 
cannot ſubſiſt in their proper ſtation without 
means, either ordinary or extraordinary, with- 
either miracles or proper hite to fupport them 
in their ſtation : our Loxp ordained that thoſe 
We err os goſpel ſnhould live of the 
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goſpel, and declared that they were worthy of 
their hire: they have a character to ſupport, 

that requires authority and dignity. What if 
ſome, who have dedicated themſelves to the 
ſervice of, and live of the goſpel, live in a 
manner inconſiſtent with, or moſt ſcanda- 
lous to their profeſſion; this neither doth, nor 
will affect this order in general in any ſtate 
truly chriſtian; for there are none thought 
more worthy of their hire than miniſters of 
the goſpel: and accordingly, care hath been 
taken to place their hire on a reſpectable and 
laſting footing, as it is at preſent by the laws 
and conſtitution of this country. Miniſters of 
the goſpel, above all others, are to take an eſpe- 
cial care, that they become not the baſe and 
ſlaviſn hirelings of men; conſcious that they 
are bought with a price, that by no means 
permits them otherwiſe to be the ſervants of 
men, than as the ſervants of the Loxp JEsus 
CHRIST, in their ſtation and calling. The 
hire of the Clergy reduced to baſe conditions, 
will, proſtitute the remains thereof meanly to 
be trafficked with; a traffic that no man of 
the leaſt honour, or honeſty, will join in, but 
be for avoiding the public profeſſion of a mi- 
niſter of the goſpel in any country where it 
will 
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wil! lead him to be thus concerned. The 
welfare of any national church,” and of its mi- 
niſters, in a country the government of which 
is monarchical, confiſts in the defence of the 
king, and in the patronage of the great, and in 
the good will of the people; their hearing and 
receiving the miniſters of the goſpel as requir- 
ed; and the leaſt hath a part to act therein as 
well as the greateſt, and are accordingly ac- 
cepted of. The beſt conſtitution. in the ſtate is 
liable in any. country to decay, by having the 
public profeſſion of true religion either weak- 
ened or removed from them; and this by va- 
tous ways and means. The defenee that the 
moſt pious and wiſeſt of princes is willing to 
give to the chriſtian faith, (and what prince 
would not be deſirous, except the doughty 
prince Monſieur Voltaire, that his ſubjects 
might be Chriſtians) may be reduced to be 
little or none: thus a chriſtian prince may find 
the crown he wears a crown of thorns, through 
the oppoſition he meets with in defence of the 
faith, from factious and rebellious ſubjects, 
when they have caſt off their fear of Gon and 
love for one another, through the weak ſtate 
religion may be brought into by his predeceſ- 
ſors, and thoſe of his family, by their having 
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long and buſily eſpouſed heterodox writers, 
and introduced practices diametrically oppoſite 
to the faith. Ambition, extravagance, and 
cevetouſneſs. generally prevailing, will make 
the rich no more, nor better patrons in the 
church than they were in St James's days. 
A people debaſe& by corrupt examples, and 
become impoveriſhed; and eager to devour 
with a cagine appetite, like the rich and cove- 
tous, will naturally be heedleſs vhat or whom 
they devour; yet it is generally ĩmagined, and 
boaſted of accordingly, that the genius of this 
or that nation is averſe to popery/ and tyranny; 
when the heart of man is naturally ſo corrupted 
with darkneſs-and pride, rebellious, and exalt- 
ing itſelf againſt the righteous will of Gon, 
chat tyranny in ſome ſhape or other would uni- 
verſally prevail; did not Gop, who governs 
rhe world, of his gracious goodneſs avert it 
from a people. For the ſpirit of one man to 
ty ranniſe over another, arifing from the pride 
of affumed infallibihity, and ſeli - fufficiency, 
generally rages: it doth: fo nat only in popim 
countries, but in ſome other churches, deeming 
themſelves reſormed in every refpett: from 
being either antichriſt, or the man oft ſin; and: 
in che ſectaries here, is found raging from furi- 
ae | K. ous 
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ous bigotted zealots, down to the demure and 
phariſaical Quaker ; but in no caſe, nor at any 
time can any one act for the welfare of Cyr 1sT's 
church ; but to the contrary, unleſs all his do- 
ings be in charity, which requires of us to re- 
ſiſt and overcome evil with good]; thus to act 
with patience, and to be humble under the 
hand of Almighty Gop, who in his infinite 
wiſdom and goodneſs, after the counſel of his 
own will, directs the courſe of this world, and 
in his due and appointed time will put an end 
thereto, And where this charity attends the 
actions of men, they will have and promote 
that peace which the world can neither give, 
nor take away, 
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DISSERTATION 


ON THE . 


MILLENNIUM. 


"REVELATION: XX, * 


T ſaw” thrones, and they ſat upon them, and judg- 
ment was given unto them: and 1 ſaw the 
ſouls of them that were beheaded for the wit- 
neſs of Jeſus, and for the word of God, and 
which bad not worſhipped the beaſt, nei- 

5 ther his image, neither had received his mark ; 


and they lived and reigned with Chriſt a How 


ſand years. 


HERE is no part of the Holy Serigy 
ture that hath been treated with-more 
contempt and ſcorn, nor any part thereof 
that hath been more wreſted, than the Revela- 
tion of St Jobn. Prophecy, which is what 
| C4 this 
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this Revelation is declared to be, is Gop's 
Hiſtory of what is to come to paſs ; and as it is 
not proper for man to know the times or the 
ſeaſons, which Gop the Father hath put in his 
own power, nor but little of what is coming 
on in the appointed, courſe, of this world, till 
events eonfirm the truth, and explain the myſ- 
rerious terms of Prophecy ; therefore of this 
book of Prophecy, - which is very extenſive, 
even from the time it was given in, unto. the 
end af this world, there cap be but lierte 
thereof ſeen by man; yet any man may be, 
and the man who doth confine his view within 
due bounds, will - be- blefſed in hearing and 
reading the words of this Prophecy, and in 

keeping thoſe things that are written. therein. 
What ſeems to have been a great cauſe, of 
the Holy. Scriptures, having been vreſted by 
the inhabitants of this country, and that much 
to their deſtruction, ſeems to have been that 
which ſhould have been for their welfare and 
happineſs, their having the Holy Scriptures 
tranſlated into their native tongue; fo n 
they are for hearing without the appointed 
Preachers, or Miniſters of the Goſpel; con- 
trary to the general rule laid down, in Holy 
Seripent res. . tranſlation affordeth light to the 
ignorant, 
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ignorant, but a light where there is no other 
advantage, obſcure and eaſily to be extin- 
guiſhed: the truth of this may be ſeen from 
a general view of the Holy Scriptures. 

. The Holy Scriprures are the Revelation af 
the will af Gon in man's redemption and ſal- 
vation, nat the word of man, nor to be treated 
as ſuch; but to be regarded as the word of 
Goo, Almighty, infinitely wiſe and knowing 3 
and all the wiſdom and knowledge» that we 
can obtain herein, cannot be. obtained but by 
aſiduous ſolicitation in the means he hath ap- = 
pointed, and by making a due uſe of what is | 

given; it would be as far beneath the wiſdom 
of Gon, to ſatisfy the ' curioſity of the capti- | | 
ouſly inquiſitive, in the revelation of his will, 
as it would be to gratify the covetous in their | 
geſires, or the vain and ambitious in their 
views, by: the direQion- of his pood and all- 
diſpoſing , Providence, which is ever found to 
diſappoint them. Revelation being founded 
on the truth of Go the Father's eternal pur- 
poſe, for the redemption and ſalvation of man, 
from the continuance of the being of man, 
is like the pillar of the cleud which Gov 
placed between the camp of the Egyptian 
and the camp of n keen to ſome, and 


light 


GE i oe. 
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light to others; and none have eyes, and cannot 
ſee che light of Holy Scriptures, nor ears, and 
cannot hear the truth thereof, but they who 
oyght to have ſuch eyes and ſuch ears; from 
whom the Goſpel is hid, it is hid by Almighty 
Gop, in whoſe fight every creature is manifeſt, 
and all things naked and open unto his eyes; 
and as in the courſe and continuance of the 
material world, there is nothing but anſwers 
the purpoſe of being permitted to exiſt, ſo in 
the moral world, no man, whether good or 
bad, liveth or dieth to himſelf; and when 
God, the judge of all, ſhall- finally diſplay: his 
juſtice, and reveal his righteous judgment, he 
will then be juſtified in all the ſayings of his 
revealed will, for the redemption and ſalva- 
tion of man, as well as in all his appointments 
ſor the courſe of the continuance of this 
world: the end of all things is at hand “, 
things are in their appointed courſe, until al 
ſhall be gloriouſly cloſed. 

The devil ſeduced man from the happy 
ſtate he was created in, and-betrayed him into 
darkneſs, pride, rebellion, and miſery, like his 


_ own, by propoſing the greateſt increaſe of his 
knowledge, in knowing good and evil as Gop 


: i how 
' Ephel. ili. 10. 
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how- great this darkneſs, and how boundleſs 
this pride is, an inſtance, hereof may be ſeen 
in thoſe who” caſt off their faith, and patient 
abiding on Gop's goodneſs for their happineſs, 
their confidence which hath ſo great recom- 
pence'of reward; for herein they ſer up their 
will above the will of Gop, and when they 
cannot bring” the divine knowledge to a level 


with their on darkneſs, proudly arraigning 


it, they make it inferior thereto; and theſe 
ſort of Perſons, when, through conceit of 
their ſcience, they give a looſe to their tongue 
or their pen, it is not a leſs miracle to bring 
to truth and to ſilence them, than it is to 
make the dumb “ beaſt ſpeak. 

© Diſputes with thoſe who have their part 
with unbelievers, are endleſs, their pride in 
wrangling being as great as that darkneſs in 
which they are loſt ; yet thus to judge from 
the ſtrongeſt appearance of the preſent evil 
ſtate of men, that they are thus reprobate, 


30 


Of modern apoſtates Monſieur Voltaire appears the 
greateſt ; and, conſidering his age, and the pertneſs, the 
ſubtilty, and the baſeneſs with which he hath cad on 
his apoſtacy, he muſt be owned to be a very ſurpriſing 
perſon, and fit to be placed among the greateſt COUSIN 
of monſters, there to be guaed at. 
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no room left for their repentance, but all op- 
portunity thereof taken from them, is ſpiritu- 
al pride in ſeeing others faults, and overlook- 
ing our own j for an evil heart of unbelief, is, 
in fact, the heart we are too ſubject unto; we 
| Thiopld hope that that time of further trial and 
gracious affliction may be extended to thoſe, 
who at preſent diſpelieve and deſpiſe the 
riches of God's mercy , and goodneſs. in his re- 
vealed will, which may lead them to repent- 
ance; but till ſome ſign of their repentance is 
ſeen, it is by no means prudent to caſt this 
pearl; at their feet, for nothing leſs can bring a 
man to an hardened diſbelief of the myſtery of 
godlineſs, by being credulous in the myſtery 
of iniquity, than deſerved outer darkneſs; but 
ſuch determinate ſtate of darkneſs in man, it is 
not for the human eye to ſee. Wicked men, 
indeed, by their public, profeſſed, and ſcan- 
dalous impiety and prophaneneſs, condemn 
themſelves in the fight of men, neither raſh, 
nor cenſorious in their judgment: for from 
that judging of others, which reaſon dictates, 
we cannot, we ought not to refrain; nor from 
properly ſhewing our reſentment thereof, and 
all A favourable opinion conceived in the 
- generous and good minds, of thoſe by whom 
offences 
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offences are ſeen to come, is founded: on d- 
repentance. 

Propofing that what ſhall be rreaced of in 
this diſcaurſe, on the reign of Saints or Chriſ- 
tans fon a thouſand years, ſignified unto St 
Jobn, ſhall: be promotive of that love of man, 
and of that humility, which our pure religion 
requires from us, founded on that fear and 
love of God which keeps us unſpatted from 
the world; and that what is ſaid hereon ſhall 
be within the. apprehenſion of a man; but of 
common and of ordinary underſtanding, and 
uſeful to ſuch as think not more highly 66 
themſelves than what they ought to think, 
but think of themſelves as members in ono 
body, whatever office they have, ehdeaygurs 
ing thus to bring it home to mensꝰ boſotns in 
what concerns them in the one thing neceſ- 
ſary; I ſhall, mention firſt ſame general obſer- 
vations on Revelation, and ſome incidents re- 
lative to the ſubject treated of, and a general 
truth of our Holy Religion, before I come to 
explain the words choſen for the ſubjcR ab 
this diſcourſe. 

The firſt part of the: lack, of Revelation/ 
contains Prophecies. concerning the ſtate of 
the Seven Churches which were in Aſia, and 

theſe 
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theſe Prophecies were directed to the Biſhops 
preſiding in thoſe Churches, by our moſt 
bleſſed Lorp and Saviouk; and were ſo inter- 
preted and explained, that to thoſe concerned, 
and who lived at that time, there could be no 
difficulty in underſtanding what was the mean» 
ing; and men were called on to hear and 
regard what was not numbered among the 
ſecret things of Gon, but thus plainly reveal- 
ed concerning the Seven Churches in A/a. 
But in the other part of this book, a diſcovery 
was made to St Jobn, the moſt beloved diſci- 
ple of our Lon and Savious, of the awful 
and glorious majeſty and power of Almighty 
Gop, and of his eternal Son, too extenſive, 
high, and myſterious for the human ſight ; 
awful intimations of what was coming on in 
the appointed and decreed courſe of the 
world, what can be only ſeen in part, either in 
what a plain interpretation was given, or where 


facts come to paſs have rendered it eaſily to 


be ſeen by all, but "thoſe who hate the light 
given. For there is nothing that concerns 
our happineſs revealed in the will of Gov, 
but what the learned and unlearned may know 
to their comfort and bleſſing; and great 


thanks are due to — learned and good men, 


who 
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who have dedicated their time and pains in 
reading this book of Prophecy, for their good 
intent, that others might hear the words 
thereof, and keep thoſe things which are writ- 
ten therein; and it is only pride and pre- 
ſumption that induces the unlearned to wreſt 
this Holy Scripture; pride, which even hides 
truth from the moſt learned, and leaves them 
in the worſt of ignorance, that of poſitive ig: 
norance, through their vain affectation of 
wiſdom and ſcience, and their unwary giving 
into the tradition of men, and the rudiments 
of the world; it being the grace of humility, 
which is the Spirit of Prophecy, and the teſti- 
mony of  Jzsvs : à diſpoſition of mind, not 
only neceſſary for reading to any good effect 
any part of the book of Revelation, but what- 
ever is written elſewhere in Holy Scripture. 

The difficulties attending ſuch an. under- 
taking as the explaining any part of the book 


of Revelation, are difficulties great in them- 


ſelves, and made by far much greater thro' 
partiality and  inveterate prejudices ; but the 


Holy Scriptures being a fund of light inex- | 


hauſtible, no preachers or miniſters of the 
Goſpel, fince the Apoſtles and Prophets, ever 


have or will teach or explain the Holy Scrip- 
| lues 


eo — — — 
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tures ſofully and perfectly as to leave no room 
for other miniſters. after them to add ſomes» 
what to their explanations, more eſpecially as 
to vhat our Lozp; whole Prophecies are com · 
plete and unlimited, extended to the fulfilling 
of all things, hath propheſied of, and declared 
to be the ſtate of his church here on earth; 
for as the time of fulfilling all things ptophe- 
fied hereof is continually drawing towards 
its concluſion, ſo length of time caſts a light 
on things heretofore not diſcernible z and he 
who diſtinguiſhes between the differences of 
times, and between things revealed and “ ſo- 
ret, will agree with the Holy Seriptures : ſo 
that herein, if we truly and duly corifine our 
view within the Hmits of human knowledge, 
of things foretold and come to paſs, we ſhall 
with patience wait for thoſe Day which ate 
to come. | 
Ass Gop ſaw fit to duclere unto his Revauts 
in the book of Revelation, things which muſt 
at the time of fignifying that Prophecy unto 
St Jobn have their commencement, ſhortly 
come to Arn ſo there are general and ſpecial 
reaſons 


» . mat * eie how they come to 
be reflected on, no man can account for them, yet to de- 
ny them, would be the greateſt ſcepticiſm, 


. 
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reaſons why this Prophecy ſhould be expreſſed. 
in myſterious terms, as well as the Prophecies 
which were given heretofore. Some years 
ago, a moſt eminent and learned perſon“ con- 
jectured, that · Gop was about opening the 
* myſteries of the Revelation,” Certainly 
when any part of what Gop hath myſteriouſly 
intimated herein of the ways of his Providenee, 
in the appointed courſe of the world. ſhall 
come to be ſeen, his appointments will be ſeen 
= to be full of all perfection, and in harmony 
and fair proportion tending to that end which 
Goo hath revealed to be the purpoſe of his 
will; and the opening of the book of Revela- 
N tion, ſo far as is neceſſary, at any time, we may 
reaſonably look upon as a comfort reſerved 
for his faithful ſervants: and much in need 
will they ſtand of comfort, when the Chriſtian 
Faith ſnall be on its greateſt decline. 
What is propheſied in the book of Revela- 
tion of the beaſt or ty rant, and of the falſe pro- 
phet, is propheſied in general, and in the ab- 
ſtract, like as what is propheſied elſewhere in 
Holy Scripture of anti- chriſt and the man of 
25 „ the beaſt or tyrant, and the 
D kalle 


Sir Tfaac Newbold in his Commentaries on the book 
of Revelation. 
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falſe prophet, often have united and centered 
in the ſame perſons, and ſometimes eminently 
thus, as in Mabomet and Oliver Cromwell: and 
the greateſt ills are done by fuch kind of per- 
fons, ſuch ills as would deftroy alt ſocial or ei- 
vil happineſs, did net Gop, of his gracious 
goodneſs, direct it otherwiſe ; when the Popes, 
ſucceeding that good biſhop and metropolitan 
of Rome, Gregory the great, through falſe 
prophecy, in length of time became abomi- 
nable tyrants over theſe parts of Chriſtendom ; 
then ſuch groſs darkneſs overſpread theſe parts, 
that they wanted not the cant and hypoeriſy 
of | a Cromwell to conceal their tyranny, but 
made an open ſhew thereof. And what opened 
and paved the way for the reformation hereof, 
was their intolerable preſumption, haughtineſs, 
and pridez and in the height thereof, when 
grown ſuſpicious of the precarious ' footing, 
the ſandy foundation, on which uſurpation and 
tyranny ſand, ever wanting ſupport” and aid, 
and moſt when at its height; they took to their 
aid herein a prince who had remarkably 
ſhewed himſelf forward to defend the uſurped 
power of Popes, but who was ordained to put 


a period to the power they uſurped over this 
renowned national church, and raiſed for that, 
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and other ends, ſeen right in the whole-in the 
hight of God, according to the time of his 
appointed courſe, and the end of the world; 
ho worketh all things after the counſel of 
his-own will,” and uſeth ſuch inſtruments fer 
this purpoſe, as are ſeen fit in his fight. Un- 
doubtedly Hepry the eighth was the great in- 
ſtrument in bringing about a reformation in 
religion, though che heart of this Pharaoh was 
nqt in the leaſt reformed, but i in the cruel and 
arbitrary way in which he acted, and in the 
wanner in which he ſhewed himſelf, gaye as 
great an inſtance of his being an Antichtiſt, 
as ever any pope did; yet this dath not in the 
leaſt invalidate the reformation: to remedy 
ſome diſcaſes, phyſicians are ſcen to ule, with 
acceſs, a certain proportion gf rank poiſon : | 
therefore thoſe men mult be ſunk into the 
moſt wretched; blindneſs and pride, who do 

Bot ſee and acknowledge that Almighty Gap 
doch, by the direction of his all-diſpoling 
Providence, ever in the end make good to 
come from ill. King Heu the eighth's trans- 
ferring the arbitrarineſs and tyranny of the 
pope to bitoſelſ, was the molt material point, 
(as the times then ſtand) towards a reforma- 
2 * and might have proved more 
| D 2 to 
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to the advancement, and better for the ful. 

filling all things relating to the Goſpel diſ- 

. penſation, (ſo ĩt may appear in the limited and 

i ſhort ſight of man) had not ſucceeding princes 

| "and potentates, for the generality, trod in his 

ſteps, by either defending or proteſting againſt 

' Papal uſurpation and tyranny, juſt as it ſerved 

| ; whatever purpoſe they had in view; and when 

their purpoſes were bad and deſtructive, there 

were found hirelings ready to make the iniqui- 

ty of their times current, by a proſtitution of 
their knowledge and learning, and whoſe con- : 

«ſtant endeavour fo to do hath been, either to 

-heighten beyond truth, or elſe to blacken the 

piety and charity that did heretofore: prevail 
in the church of CurrsT, when neither 4 
ſuperſtition, nor cruel © worldly policy de- 
formed it, as it hath done; to this intent, 
drawing their arguments either from igno- 
rance, or exceſs, or weak Tefinements, or 
[i | from abuſe; a way of reaſoning that ſhould 
| be well attended unto, and regarded for admo- 
| FEI nition, by thoſe to whom the ends of the 
= world are come, in order to amend from paſt 
1 | errors; and the conſiderate and ſerious Chriſ- 
tian, reflecting on what hath come to paſs in 
"" hereof, by. the * of revelation, ſees 
C £ | ehough 
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enough to make him adore the Almighty 
power and unſearchable wiſdom. of Gop, in 
dire&ing the courſe of this world for a ſtate of 
trial to man, and ſhould learn hencefrom how 
neceſſary it is for him with care and caution 
to keep himſelf unſpotted from the world; 
ſeeing how Gop is righteous, and owning all 
his ways are juſtifiable: in wiſdom, ane, 
mercy, and trutn. | 

In Holy Scripture it is SIE that one. 
of the great and glorious ends conſequent from 
our bleſſed Lorv's laying aſide the glory he 
had, and coming at a certain fitneſs and fulneſs 
of time, in reſpect both to Jews and Gentiles, 
down from heaven, here on earth, in our 
frail. fleſh, is the judgment of this world by 
him, „who hath all power in heaven and in 
earth” for bringing it on to its final judgment; 
and coming again to judge both the quick 
and the dead, will put an end thereto at a 
time, when the number of the elect ſhall be 
completed, the times of the Gentiles, and 
the iniquity of the world fulfilled ; a judge, of 
whoſe glorious coming at ſuch fullneſs of time, 
to put an end to this world, there is no poſſi- 
bility of delay, for continuance hereof would 
be a continuance of this world, when an hell, 


3 if 
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if faith was no where 10 be found here on 
catthy that fa, of which from the founds- 
tion of this world, or the continaance of the 
being of man through redemption from his 
fall, until the author and finiſher of our faith 
fully and expreſoly revealed it, there was an 
obſcute and faint degree. For although 
chriſtianity cannot be ſaid to be as old as the 
creation, yet it certainly hath ſubſiſted ever 
fince the continuance of the being of man 
after his fall; for all men, who lived before 
rhe coming of Cusn is, and ſhall be admitted 
0 drink of the ſpring of that immortal life 
in the kingdom of heasen, to which we are 
in ſpecial manner called and elected, can only 
drink thereof, but “ as flowing from that rock 
which followed them, and that rock is CAS: 
and ſuch dats of © Chtiftianity is perfectly 
ceonſiſtent with the newneſs of our Lord's Teſ- 
tament, for that is new to man, which is new- 
ly" diſcovered, of revealed to him ; neither 
doth this male 'yoid the Old Teſtament in 

one purpoſe it was deſigned for; the Prophets 


25 under which propheſied not unte theimſelves, 


but unto us, 0 hom the ends of the world 
are come; ends kept ſecret, or not fully re veal- 
* until after the * of Cuntor our Re- 


deemer; 
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deemer; and he; who hach the leaſt knowledge 
hereof, ' hath greater advantage than any of 
thoſe who lived before the publication of the 
Goſpel of the kingdom of Heaven ; we are 
not to judge thoſe without the Goſpel; all 
that we know of the general extenſſvrneſs of 
our Lon 's mediation is, that alt that are faved 
are faved through his mediation; and what 
we are commanded in felatlon hereto, ts te be 
earneſt in our contention for the faith, as he is 
eſpecially the Saviour of thoſe that helie ve. 
Ihe truth of aur holy region, hete pro- 
poſed to be mentioned, is the militant ſtate of 
Cunts r' Church, which is a general truth not to 
be contradicted, but by explaiming ſome paſſages 
of Holy Scripture in a manner tepugnant to 
"the . whole tenor thereof, either by wreſting 
[Prophecies from what is meant thereby, vr by 
wan them to what is only tmeant in part. 
We are, by the Holy Seriptures, forbidden 
endete love of the things of this world, 
and cautioned agalnſt a ungwarded and falle 
Friendſhip win men; for the whole world, 
as to what is generay practiſed in it, heth in 
wickedneſs; inordigate love of the world 
brivgs men to hate all that is goed and vireu- 
dus: henee men hated both out Len and his 
D 4 Apoſtles ; 
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Apoſtles and he acquaiated them that, as 
his ſervants, they could not expect to be 
greater than he, nor to meet with better 
treatment from the world for the good they 
ſhould do, than what he had done; and he 


encouraged them to bear up againſt the oppbo- 


ſitions and afflictions they ſhould meet with, 
upon the nobleſt motives; and told them, 
that he would give them ſtrength and courage 
to overcome theſe oppoſitions, great as they 
were; and wiſdom, that all their adverſaries 
ſhould not be able to gainſay or reſiſt. True 


it is, though atheiſtical perſons, in their, will- 


ing and affected ignorance, affirm all times to 
be the ſame, that this was a very extraordinary 
time in the world, that due and full ti me, ac- 
cording to Gop's determinate counſel, for 


bringing about the redemption of man: and 


other men muſt not expect equal ſtrength and 
comfort with that given to the Apoſtles and 
primitive Chriſtians, as they have not equal 
difficulties and oppoſitions to ſurmount; yet 
all that will live godly in Carisr, Ixsus, muſt 
expect, pot only in ordinary, but in the beſt of 
times, ſuch difficulties, and oppoſitions in the 
narrow way that leadeth unto life, as require 
great caufaney, in ſeeking for comfort and 
too A = 2 ſtrength 
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ſtrength to enable them to go through difficul- 
ties and temptations, and enter into life; for 
our life Here is hut à ſtate of triak= and probd- 
bly morec of the many called defeat themſelves 
of their eternal ſalvation, through want of 
duet care thereafter, than - chrougtt an ill. 
grounded confidence therein: 
Sinse thei goſpel was firſt IPhedchbs to all 
The world, and the elect gathered together by 
thoſeꝰ meſſengers of Goo: the Apoſtles and 
Prophets, or firſt; infpired Preachers thereof, 
various have been tie times of its reception; 
in general the Princes of this world have been 
more or leſs for eſtabliſning profeſſions of the 
Chtiſtian faith, as they have apprared to them 
to be more or leſs agreeable to their worldly 
tintereſt; and this has made them to defend 
with violence contrary to the moſt 
will:of the WOW F 8 fuck particular 
1113 1 ft 10 * 13 | -profeflions 
©! # Honourable wad of, ant 70 regard for the 
profeſſion of Chriſtianity, is the true and only mans by 
which the Chriſtian Religion can be. defended b prin- 
get, fram,whom it did. not come. but ip whom it came 
by, thejr hearing and receiying the preachers thereaf : 
and a due regard will be had to this truth,” whenever 
any reformation i in a national Church is deſigued; but 
when its deformation and ruin are deſigned, then the 
reverſe. ö 
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. profeſſions: theteof, as they apprehended were 
cdincident with:fuch; their intereſt ; and as our 
Lon declared himfelf a King, for the ſake of 
his Charth; above all principalities and powers, 
and that he had overcome the world, and that 
hoſoeyer ſhould ſuffer ich him, ſhould reign 
with him; hence kings of this world, inſenſi- 
ble and xegardlefs how hard it is to kick 
againſt. the pricks in | oppoſing |Almighty 
Power, have often oppoſed our Lord, except 
in thoſe forerold moſt proſperous days of 
hriſtianity, the paſt Millennium, and that 
With a Jealouſy like that :of Herad's 3 and 
Herein they havę been ſtconded, as he was, by 
Faithleſs, unbelieving prieſts; Falſe prophets, 
and all the venal tribe of: hirelings; who have 
eonformed t the worſt of times, and then 
ꝓPropheſied or ſet forchridecens or [ſmooth 
things, to make the iniquy ot fuck times 
curtent, while the Clergy of the church of this 
„land have e 3p Sec Ames. od in 
r rs abu a8; 91. 
e ., fa tte be of Chi | 
eh for x'thebfiid y ears, T'apprehittd; wi, that 
totes, power, Atty,” and ſecurity, and 
| . jvdgment, the ſpirit, not of fear, but of love 


and of end ad, eminently were given for 
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that pace of time to good and faithful'Chrifs 
tians, to hoſe ho out of regard for their 
religion and falvation, ſhould cut themſelves 
off bm the enchanting: pleaſures of this 
world, and ftom the proſits chat are the wiges 
of the inicpity prevailing in dt; te thoſe why/ 
would not worſhip of  idolive beaſts . or 
tyrants, or their image of likeneſs, nor give 
any. countenanct to, nor take any part in their 
oppreſſions of man ind: that a more than r 
dipary number of: ſuch, ſucceeding one ao 
cher, who thus to their croſs,” and in the 
trials befalling them, followed the exemplary 
patience of our moſt bleſſed Lomp and Savs- 
ous were to live with him, delivered ftom the 
power of darkneſs, and tranſlated F into this 
kingdom, to reign with him à thouſand years; 
a ſpace of timethat ſhould be the happieſt days 
of Chriſtianity, ehen ſucceſſive numbers of fuck 
Chriſtians,” raiſed from dead works to ſerve 
the living Gob in their reſpective Tations, 
„ G0 und * . by 
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* Nt ala Whete W760 2. Uiberty are 
auh talked of, me /prids of beaſts or tyrants id ſo geld, 
chat they axe literally for making men to worſhip them. 
F What this tranflation is, ſee Philip; iii. 20, 21, Heb, 
X11, 28,-29, 24. | | 


——— — — - 


b Lo 


r 
4 p — — 


3 


60 A DIS SERTATION 


being ging lights and fair . * 
men; of the bleſſedneſs of that religion they 
profeſſed, and herein eminently happy during 
that ſpace of time; and as all men are loſt in 
treſpaſſes: and ſins, and counted dead before 
God, and are only quickened, regenerated, 
or raiſed to a life of virtue and happineſs, but 
through our Saviour's mediation: and inter- 
ceſſion; ſo the reſt of the dead, the reſt of 
mortal men, thoſe of them who are the remain 
ing number of Gop's elect; are to live in their 
fiſt reſurrection, their reſurrection from the 
miſtry and fins of their fallen nature, after the 
thonſand years | were finiſhed, when there 
ſhould enſue great deceĩt, corruption, and de- 
creaſe; of faith; and when Chriſtians ſee the 
enmity ſand oppaſition there is in the world to 
the faith they profeſe, to come to paſs as fore- 
told, they-thould-be nothing terrified by their 
npmerous adverſaries; to be ſo argues a pre- 
varication in them of the faith they profeſs, 
and that there is wanting in them what is made 
their victory; for how do they that are terri- 
hed by the adverſaries of our religion, believe, 
that“ Jesvs. Cuz 18r,. the author and finiſher 
o our . is the only and eternal Son of 
aH e ent inn e i nest: Gon; 
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« Gop; that his kingdom * is not of, but above 
e this world; that all power is given unto him 
« in heaven and in earth; that Gap the Fa- 
« ther hath ſet him at his own right hand in 
<« the heavenly places, far above all principa- 
« lity,” and power, and might, and dominion, 
« and every name that. is named, not only i in 
« this world, but alſo i in that which is to come; 
« and hath put all things under his feer, and 
gave him to be head over all things to the 
« Church ; that he was loved of the F ather 
« before the foundation of the world; that 
« he is before all things, and by him all things 
« conſiſt; that he was in the beginning; that 
« all things were made by him, and without 
ho him was $ not any thing made that was made; 

ws” 


8 of We 3 wo by their falſe. gloſſes have 
caſt confuſion and, darkneſs on the Holy Scriptures, 
none equal the late Biſhop of Wincheſter, for therein he 
exceeds what any ſcribbling Lady hath written againſt 
the kingdom and church of Cuz1s7; but men that hate 
the light, always have been, and always will be the 
ready followers and abettors of thoſe heretical and ſchiſ- 
matical writers, who write with plauſibility, who ſpeci- 
' ouſly intermingle falſehood with truth, call evil good, 

and good evil; thus put bitter for ſweet, and ſweet for 
bitter; and herein their followers and abettors are often 
as much, and ſometimes far _, to Nr l _ 
authors themlelyes. © my 8 
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«that he is the blefſed and only potentate ; 


_ & rhat his throne endureth for ever; that his 


te ſcepter is a ſcepter of righteouſneſs ; and 
ie that the nation and Kingdom that will not 
« ferve him ſhall periſh; that he hath'a name 
that no man can read, being that of King of 
«c Kings, and Lord of Lords, who only tath 
„ immortality, dwelling in that light which no 
« man can approach utito ; whom no man 
& hath ſeen, nor can ſee; that he upholds all 
& things by the Word of his power, able to 
« ſubdue all things to himſelf; that Gov the 
Father had committed all judgment to 
him, and hath given the heathen *for his 
« inheritance, and the uttermoſt part of the 
earth for his poſitflion : and that from his 


„ throne in heaven he doth behold ungodli- 
* neſs and wrong; that ungodhneſs and 
« wrong that will at laſt overwhelm an incor- 
rigible world; that herein our Loxb and 
38 e Fiume leading captivity 


[44 captive, 


4 Some i imagine from this, and ſuch like paſſages © of 
Holy Scripture, that all the world, at ſome. certain tim e, 
call become Chriſkans, that the Chriſtian faith ſhall be 
ware generally profeſſed, than it was during any time 
of the, Millennium: put do ſuch n Toth do 


they not refer to oy aa s kingdom 
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« captive, limiti the power of evil ſpirits, and 
rules the unruly: wills and affeftions of ſin- 
« ful men, making all things work together 
« for good to them that love God, by the 
gifts given unto them ; that he is gone 
« forth thus conquering and to conquer, and 
* muſt ſo reign till he hath deſtroyed all 
* enemies, and the laſt enemy death; and 
« when all things ſhall be ſubdued, then this 
Kingdom of CHRIS r's will be given up at 
« the laſt day, the day of fulfilling and refti- 
* tution of all things; when wicked men, 
« and the angels that left their firſt eſtate, 
« reſerved for puniſhment, ſhalt receive their 
«final doom; and when“ all the 7raet of 
« Gop ſhall be ſaved: the righteous, they 
that have done good ſhalt go into everlaſting 
* life, heirs with thoſe- that have been joined 
« or- united: by faith in CR IH Je5vy, and 
* ſhall then ſee him as he is, the brightneſs 
5G the glory of Cop the Father, and the 

« expreſs image of his perſon; and how that 
«Gov is all in all; and with iticeffant j joy for 
«ever adore the bleſſed I tinity a che Kingdom 
5 ere ane e — unto 


* Who are al 20 tis” Marth. ix, b Rom. ü. 9. 
and ix. 8, and the General Epiſtle of St. 1h 
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« them in ay new earth, 'wherein,-dwelleth 
<. righteouſneſs, where-' perfeQly: purified and 
<« ſanQtified, with the higbeſt pleaſure; they wilt 
„do his will, and[hallow;his name with ever- 
<« laſting praiſes in all purity and harmony. 
The“ righteous, while they are detained in 
this world, (and a ſucceſſion of ſome ſuch, in 
oppoſition to the myſtery +. of iniquity, Gop 
will raiſe up till the day of the revelation of 
his judgment) are a light unto the world, in 
the fair proof and witneſs that they give of 
the bleſſedneſs of our Holy Religion; for 


being the reverſe to tyrants and their idolizers, 


, 


their ſtation. — are but ſeryants of athers; 


| and that whatſoever of power, learning, va- 
Jour, or riches, - their gracious Lonxo and 


Maſter hath. given them, he hath given for 
* en 7 end the true 88 is the 


. 0 an maid; at ndr Lately 


. in a church there n be wile in the 
courſe of this world, upon the ſame account, in a ſtate, 
there muſt be bad men, abandoned to their pride and 
awarice; but a good conſtitution, in a ſtate is not de- 
ſtroyed, but when there are by abündance too many 


ſuch therein, and they fully and finally prevail againſt 
their country, by depriving it of the means of virtuous 


and happy frugality and induſtry, ., _... 
eee e oe re 
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only patriot, the greateſt oppoſer of tyranny 
and Navery, whether he be king or ſubject: 
it is Chriſtianity, and that only, that can pre- 
ſerve their mutual happineſs, and from hence 
it was, that men heretofore proved dutiful 
and reſpectful to their prince, and faithful to 
the public; their principles of obedience due 
to princes being agreeable to the: Holy Scrip- 
tures, and their practice agreeable to their 
principles, they faithfully ſerved,” honoured, 
and humbly obeyed kings in God, and for 
Go, according to his: bleſſed word and ordi- 
nance; as they believed that he over- ruled all 
the kingdoms of the world from his throne in 
heaven, beholding all the dwellers” on earth, 

and ruling the hearts of princes and of people. 
God, immenſely good, is long - ſuffering, 
and nothing but the iniquity of nations deter- 
mines him to pull down and deſtroy; and 
when this determines him ſo to do, nothing 
can ſave them but their repentance and 
amendment; their boaſted; confidence in that 
that is endleſs, : hutries them on the faſter to 
their deſtruction. This is what. faithful Chriſ- 
tians have, and what every faithful Chriſtian 
doth believe, in relation to the governments 
and ſtates of this world ; and the hope that he 
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hath of being a glorious and happy citizen in 
another world; and makes him a good, a pa- 


tient, and induſtrious citizen in this world; 


and ſuch cannot but be free, and happy in 
their freedom, by rendering to Gop the things 
that are Gop's, and to Cæſar the things that 
are Cæſar s, as the faith they profeſs requires 
and directs: while to nations ptophane and 
wicked, rebellious and incorrigible, not to be 
fore warned, ſo given up to their own de- 
ſtructive ways, not 4 prince long tutored 
in the ſchoal of affliction could do any good; 
for the licentiouſneſs and iniquity prevailing 
among ſuch people, is the direct, ſure, and 
inevitable way to ſlavery, which makes the 
rich and the poor of a country equally mi- 

ſerable: no ſlave being more unhappy than 
the aye of greatneſs; and from which it is 


only a ſenſe of religion can preſerve them. 


The piety prevailing heretofore in this land, 
may be ſeen, from the great regard had for 
places of -worſhip, which are now in many 
places neglected, and ſuffered to go to decay, 
through want, not only of decent, but neceſ- 
ſary repair, and no means uſed adequate to 
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with elegance. The worſhipping Gop in 
ſpirit and in truth, at churches, the houſes of 
prayer, which holineſs becometh for ever; 
requires, that the clowniſh © unmannerlineſs 
uſual at fome Dutch churches, and the finery 
and foppery uſual in Popiſh churches, ſhould 
be- avoided, both extremes being attended 
with very ill conſequences the one leading 


men to a proud and ſcornful- contempt for 
religion, the other to either a weak or cruel 


fuperſtition. Likewiſe the piety that did pre- 


vail here, may be ſeen from the care that was 
taken to maintain and ſupport the poor *, in 
a manner the charity of our religion requires; 
who are now generally left to fink under an 
allowance not ſufficient to fuſtain them, or 
are forced to live herded together promiſcu- 
oufly; the aged and the young, the clean and 
the naſty, the diligent and the idle, under a 
Neg. who makes a trade of their neceſſity. 


3 But 


3 By the Holy Apoſtles, the care e of maintaining and 
ſupporting the poor was ſolemnly appointed to be the 
office and miniſtry of Deacons, long executed with a 
tender concern for their general good and welfare, and 
whatſoever is due to, or raiſed for the relief of the poor, 
- ſhould be thus done or adminiſtered ; in ſome pariſhes, 

what is due to the poor is withheld from them; in ſome, 
perverted or abuſed, _- 
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But here it may be objected, and that with 

reaſon too, that men heretofore, in regard to 
adorning churches, fell into ſuperſtition, at 
leaſt thoſe of the church of Rome; who, not 
ſeeing how CHRIST is © the end of the law for 
« righteouſneſs, to every one that belieyeth,” 
+ neither how he blotted. out the letter of the 
law, nor how all the members of his body are 
complete in him, the head of all principality 
and power; were beguiled of the reward or 
happineſs attending their religion, by being 
led by that corrupt, and cautioned againſt 
doctrine of works of ſupererogation, or 
works - beſides, over and above Gop's com- 
mandments, not only into much ſuperſtition, 
but into that idolatry into which they fell; and 
as to maintenance of the poor, that which 
ſhould have been a comfortable relief, and a 
competent ſupport of them, this ſuperſtition 
and exceſs in the givers, and waſte and un- 
faithfulneſs in the appointed diſtributors, made 
a prey to thoſe whoſe aim and deſign was to 
deſtroy and ſpoil, and not to reform; which 
aim and deſign, made viſible by time, divided 
Chriſtians in theſe parts of the world into two 
parties, Papiſts and obe! z who with 
| keeneſt 
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keeneſt eye, ſeeing each other's faults, but 
blind, through ſtrong deluſion to their own, 
have with all bitterneſs “ vilified each other, 
and brought the religion they profeſs into 
great diſrepute, by their hatred of, and malice 
towards,” and their ſcorn and contempt of one 
another, when the bleſſed Founder of their 
religion hath niade love of one another the pe- 
culiar mark or character, whereby all men 
were to know who were his diſciples. 

The Papiſts have not only adhered to all 
the exceſs and errors, that length of time and 
incidents brought in among them, without 
any condeſcenſion to others, but have, through 
worldly policy and cunning, prevailed upon 
their devotees and bigots to deſtroy with cruel 
perſecution thoſe who differed in opinion 
from them. To oppoſe ſuch gigantic pride 
and tyranny, 1s certainly every true Chriſtian's 
duty; but how hath this oppoſition in general 
been exerted; but by pride, cruelty, and ma- 
lice, not inferior to that of Papiſts, nor leſs to 
the diſturbance of the peace and quiet of civil 
ORE or government, by both ſudden and 

Eg © 4 Jlafting 


This bad dipole. inthem is mack fermented and 
m by partial hiſtorians, - | 
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laſting i interruptions thereof; and the violent 
of both. parties have. beſieged the true Catho- 
lic Church, thoſe who with their fellow mem- 
bers make up that beloved city of Gop : ſuch 
as out of fear of Gop, and love of man, will 
not join the violent of any party, eſteeming 
che conſcientious and quiet ſectary, with all 
his errors, far more acceptable and lovely than 
the furioufly orthodox; and. now Gag and 
Magog, with all earthly or worldly policy and 
ſtrength, wall beliege, as long as this world 
ſhall endure, this city of Goo, who is a con- 
fuming fire to all who oppoſe and exalt them- 
ſelves above him. 

Thus have Tendeavoured to cat fome litele 
light on a myſterious paſſage of the book of 
Revelation, the fulleſt and laſt prophecy Þ 
Sr n offering it with all due defe- 
| rence 
| * Furiouſneſs is ſuitable to the 8 but not to 
the orthodox; the wiſdom commanded them is what on- 

ly becometh them. 

I As this our Lord's s prophecy extends through all ſuc- | 
<effion of tine, to the reſtitution and final fulfifling of 
all things that were to be conſequent from his coming 

-here on earth, ſo nothing but the laſt event and eterni 
can fully interpret this prophecy: all that the greate 
depth und compaſs of human learning can do towards an 
interpretation thereof is only in part, and probubly this 
only 
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rence to others conſideration; for herein I ad- 
vance nothing. dogmatically, being deſirous 
that what errors there are herein may be recti- 
fied ; only there may be ſaid, in behalf of this 
explanation, that there ſeems nothing forced 
or ſtrained, in apprehending that there may be 
no more meant by St Jobn's faying, that he 
faw the ſouls of them beheaded in evidence 
and manifeſtation of their religion, than if he 
had ſaid, he ſaw them whole right eye was 
plucked out, and whoſe right hand was cut 
off; i. e. through their own ſelf-denial on the 
fame account: and likewife, which ſhould re- 
commend it to the conſideration of thoſe it ĩs 
prineipally addreſſed to, that it appears agree- 
able to the opinion of thoſe bleſſed reformers, 
who compiled the public ſervice of our 
church; for had they not believed now to be 
the intermediate ſpace of time between the 
Millennium-and the end of the world, all that 
is advanced by this explanation, how could 
they have directed us to pray, that it would 
« pleaſe Gov, of his gracious goodneſs, ſhort- 
* ly to accompliſh the CINE of his eleR, 
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= ond. to haſten. his kingdom; for they run 
into no dotage about a temporary Millennium; 
a dotage like the temporal reſtoration of the 
Jews, more becoming Judaiſing than true 
Chriſtians. For CnRIST's church, through, 
every point of its duration, being militant here 
on earth, they that will reiga with him, mult 
be content to ſuffer, as he ſet them an exam- 
ple; and thus reign above the world by their 
paſſive fortitude ; for man's fall, and its mi- 
ſerable effect and conſequence in this world, 
his ſtate by nature is, by Revelation, very ex- 
preſsly and fully declared to be a fall from his 
firſt happy nature, and the light and knowledge 
he was created in, to the reyerſe, and the ne- 
ceſſity of a ne. coyenant for his redemption 
from his fall, to ſalvation in heaven. In con- 
tradiction to what is. thus revealed, lately, his 
nature hath been, indirectly and directly, much 
extolled; even ſo far as if it was ſufficient, 
that thencefrom might ariſe light enough for 
a religion acceptable to Gop for man's happi- 
neſs ; a doctrine very agreeable to the natural 
ptide of man. A perſon of great learning, 
and eminent in his circumſtances,” ſome few 
years ago, deceaſed, ſpeaks thus. of the, light 
of man's nature, and of reycaled religion, lay- 
= day ing, 
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ſaying, that “ he was very ſenſible: how much 
che wanted a Guide, but as the Religion of 
nature was his theme, he muſt be content 
« with that light which nature afforded, his 
«-bufineſs being, as it ſeemed, only to ſhew 
what a. heathen' philoſopher, without any 
« other help, and almoſt ave ViFda1o;s may be 
<:ſappoſed to think; that he hoped neither 
the doing this, nor any thing elſe contained 
«in his Delineation of the Religion of Nature, 
could be the leaſt prejudice to any other true 
tt religion; and moreover, that whatever was 
immediately revealed from Gon muſt, as 
well as any thing elſe, be treated as being 
« what it is; which cannot be, if it is not 
« treated with the higheſt regard, believed 
«and obeyed ; that what had been ſo much 
«inſiſted on by him, and as it were the bur- 
den of his ſong, was ſo far from under- 
00 mining true revealed religion, that it rather 
„ paves the way for its reception.“ Hence. 
from i it appears, that this perſon, in * ſearch- 
ing for-wiſdom-where he could not find it, loſt 
His own wiſdom in à point of the deareſt con- 


gern to himſelf “. 
l But, 
* Mr. Woollaſton, i in his is Religion a, Na ature  delineat- 


ed, towards the concluſion; It muſt have been very 
acceptable 


— 


74 A DISSERTATION 

But, after all, what will ſignify wiſdom, and 
the moſt extenſive knowledge, could we attain' 
therero, without that love which edifieth, and 
xs the bond of perfectneſs in us? Therefore, 
here ſhall be mentioned what is apprehended 
chiefly to have deſtroyed this love, in thoſe 
that profeſs themſelves members of the church 
reformed. It is moſt evident and certain, 
that by the New Teſtament of our Loxp and 
Saviour Jxsus CRRIST, we are forbidden all 
pe ah (ECP gc and r being puffed 


b. 1 up 
en eee of bis chanbtet 
x fincere. and open belie ver, like the moſt learned men 
: this nation hath produced; and this Joſs might not bave 
been ſo much, taken notice of, had i it not been endeavour- 
ed to be concealed, by the perſon, Who gives, in the pre- 
face to the Religion of Nature delineated, a general Ac- 
count of Mr Wollaſton's life, by aſſerting, that Mr 
Woollaſton (ho had taken on him the indelible charac - 
ter of being a Miniſter of the Goſpel, by having ſolemnly 
dedicated himſelf to that ſervice) writing upon the obli- 
gations of truth, reaſon, and vittue, and not mentioning 
faith, did not put a digbt oa Chriſtianity ; and ſtill more 
abſurdly, by ſuppoſing that ſuch a gentleman as Mr 
Woollaſton, upon any account, could have been taken 
for that notorious, crack-hrain'd wretch,, Woolſton; 
ſuppoſitions not at all reconcileable to 5 0 notwith- 
ſtanding the airs that this Preface- writer gave himſelf in 
* an 
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up with pride, upon account thereof, makes 
it deſtructiye; they who proteſt againſt, and 
diſſent from the errors of others, ought: not 
only to know better, but to do better than 
others; and though Chriſtians are bound to 
be inſtant in ſeaſon and out of ſeaſon, for what 
will advance their religion, and to content 
_ earneſtly, wich unwearied patience, for the 
faith once delivered to the ſamms; yet how far 
and how long they are to be carrying on their 
Proteſtation againſt, and their diſſent from the 
errors of others, is what they ſhould be careful 
und cautious in, left thereby they become 
equally blind to God's wiſdom and —— 
goodneſs, and ro their own füults. 
Every true metnber of our church; profets 
himſelf not lefs chan a Catholic Chriftian ; for 
the church we belong unto is Catholic, owns 
itſelf to be but a part of the one Catholic and 
Apoſtolic Church; accordingly the reformers 
thereof expreſs their proteſtation againſt - rhe 
errors, that had, in length of time, crept into the 
church of Rome, with the temper and rfiode- 
ration becoming Chriſtians ; for they had not 
fo far loft their charity, as to look on all the 
biſhops of —_ to. be Antichriſt to prove 


which, 
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which, is a taſł that no one will hackney him- 
ſelf out for, but the hireling, who, for lucre's 
ſake, is always ready to act in aid of pride, and 
learned ignorance, or falſe ſcience. The re- 
formets of our church expreſs thus their proteſ- 
tation againſt the church of Rome, that © as 
« the * Churches of Hieruſalem; Alexandria, and 
HAntioch have erred, ſo alſo the church of Rome 
< hath erred, not only in their living and man- 
ener of ceremonies, but alſo in matters of 
<4 faith;” and every true Chriſtian, allowing this, 
hath compaſſion on them, ſince the firſt and 
pureſt church that ever was, the church of Je- 
ruſalemʒ that church to which, in the days of 
the Apoſtles, other churches were ſubordinate, 
did in length of time etr. On the fall of Pa- 
gan Rome, moſt ſadly corrupted in its ways, 
and deeply: ſtained with the blood of the 
Saints and Martyrs of Ixsus, the Angels in 
heaven rejoĩced and ſung praiſes unto Gop; 
hut no Chriſtian on earth ſnhould rejoice to ſee 
the church of Rome fall, however corrupt, 
ſince it was once, and that for a long time, 
NINE _ of CHRIS T's Catholic church. 
rb DU r 711695, * | Chriſtians 
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Chriſtians ſhould rejoice to ſee it reformed; it 
is only for the enemies of the Chriſtian religion 
to rejoice at ſeeing the fall of any corrupt or 
deformed part of the Church; and the cha- 
rity of our religion directs what is a proper 
proteſtation againſt their errors, or a charitable 
remonſtration thereof; and a neceſſary ſtep 
towards the reformation of our church, was 
to join with others in proteſting” againſt the 
uſurpation and tyranny of the Popes of Rome, 
in order to pull this uſurpation 'and tyranny 
down; taking the opportunities occurring ſo 
to do, as far as was conſiſtent with innocence, 
truth, and wiſdom; but this in itſelf is no more 
a reformation in the church of CHRIST, than 
the pulling down a ruinous part of a building 
is the repairing thereof: for reformed or pure 
religion is not, nor cannot be leſs than the po- 
ſitive inſtitution of Almighty Go, in mercy | 
and in juſtice, and by infinite wiſdom, adapted 
to the caſe and ſtate of man; and granting, 
through the mediation of his only Son, light, 
comfort, and life from heaven to mortal man, 
too frail by his nature to keep himſelf un- 
ſpotted from the world. The Chriſtian reli- 
gion is acknowledged abundantly ſuch a po- 
Hell. ſitive 
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AGre inflituticn wheorees: its:purity prevails in 


the: loweſt degree, and is preſerved by God, the 
God of peace and order, among a people that 
lire in unanimity and harmony among them 
ſelves, and in love for others, more eſpecially 
for all wha profeſs and call themſelves Chrif- 
tians ; but Proteſtation and Diſſent, are words 
expreſſive of ſuch diſlike: and deteſtation, as 
are apt to lead men into ſtriſe and hatred; and 
the continuing very long therein, and reſting 
thereon, is a ground and means for men to 
bave no religion at all, or a religion the direct 
reverſe to Chriſtianity, For men do not, with 
any the. leaſt truth, propriety, or clearneſs, 
make profeſſion of their faith, by calling their 
faith the Proteſtant faith; but muſt leave it 
thereby vague and uncertain, till the faults 
and errors of others can become the ſtand- 
ard of truth. Proteſting, diſſenting, and re- 
monſtrating, are milder terms indeed than 
abhorring, and not ſo contradictory to the or- 
der appointed in CHRIST Apoſtolic Church, 
as Preſbyterian, nor ſq impious or irreligious 
as Papiſt, Lutheran, or Calviniſt; for Chriſ- 
tians calling themſelves after the names of any 
W Golpel, ot from oe 


caſional 
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occaſional incidents, or from diſputes which have 
riſen among Chriſtians, is highly derogatory, 
and what leads men off from the true faith of 
our Holy Religion, into many ſad errors. The 
truth of this appears from what came to paſs 
here in the time of the grand Rebellion ; for 
_ . certainly the nation was then a nation of Pro- 
teſtants“; and from what hath lately come 1 to 
2. in Poland = 
| The 
| The Diſciples of our: Lord were called Chriſtians 
firſt at Antioch, and their aſſuming any other name, upon 
account of their religion, that is nat _expreſlive of their 
faith in ]Jz8vs CHRIST, and of their love and compaſſion 
for all Chriſtians," is forbidden them, 1 Cor. i. 14. by 
what name, tending to keep up wrong diſtinctions, and 
endleſs diviſions among them, Chriſtians are called by 
others, this they cannot help nor remedy, gtherwilſe, hut 
by making all their faith and hope to center in the Lo 
Jssus Curisr, and confeſſion or acknowledgment 
hereof, + 

+ Heylin, in his Coſmography, p. 537, edit. ad. ſpeaking 
of the government of Poland, makes this. obſervation, 
that after the crown became elective, their king ſo 
loſt his power, as to be little better than the ſhadow of 
« a king ; and likewiſe, that ſome of their princes, to 
gain the ſucceſſion. contrary to law, had parted with 
many of their royalties and prerogatives, and ſo limited 
N king's 3 n o 


nr 
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The Dididents or Diſſenters i in Poland, had 
great reaſon. to proteſt againſt the Church of 
Rome, by having experienced the cruelty. of 
that church, which in the height of pride, pre- 


rending to infallibility, can bear no diſſent 
from it; according to this, the Papiſts may be 
thought to be the ſole and original cauſe of 


the miſery prevailing in that country, the mi- 
ſery that reſults from peſtilence and ſword, 
and from the danger of ſeeking protection 


from foreigners; but countries are not ruined 


by foreigners, their ruin always comes from 


themſelves; the debt, under the burden of | 


which a nation ſinks, takes its origin from ſin 


and guilt, ariſing from the people thereof 
rendering evil for evil, through the factions 


and parties they are divided into; when the 
multitude of ſins or evils, with which this world 


abounds, 
« of their grandees, as reduced their prince below the 


©< majeſty of a king.“ It is nothing ſtrange, in ſuch a 
kingdom, to find all the miſery and confuſion that attend 


a kingdom wherein there is no king; but many maſters, 
equally oppreſſive to king and people, and reſtleſs, never 


deſiſt from their praftices | againſt both, as long as a 


prince hath any thing to grant, or a people any thing ts 
- loſe; not ſeeing what miſery in the end they bring on 
themſelves and others. 
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abounds, can be no otherwiſeſi uppreſſed or over- 
come, but by the charity or goodneſs" of our 
holy Religion, thus in patience oppoling evil; 
and there is no other effectual reſiſtance to the 
powers that are, when they moſt glaringly 
counteract the end they were ordained for, 
but this; and all other reſiſtance will prove 
but a progteſſive change from bad to worſe ; 
and every nation, where there is no more than 
the mere hypocritical profeſſion of the charity 
of our holy Religion, will fall from its true, 
perfect, or Chriſtian liberty, into ſuch open 
and ſcandalous prophaneneſs, and public 
blood-gui)tineſs, as calls for divine vengeance 
to afflict and puniſh ſuch a people, by de- 
priving them of their outward liberty, their 
inward loſt : therefore they are the only pa- 
triots who are of that number for whole ſake 
a country is ſpared. | 

The Diſſidents in Poland, by eirrying their 
reſenrig Proteſtantiſm too far, and the Papiſts, 
by abiding as they have by their Infallibility, 
have brought themſelves into violent parties, 


with an inveterate malice, hateful and hating 


one another; and it appears as if ſome of theſe 


Diſſenters were, through their averſion to 


F Popery, 
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Popery, for turning Mahometans; and pro- 
bably, if the Turks had proved victorious, 
ſeveral of them would have turned Maho- 
metans. * 

The godlineſs of the Goſpel hath, the pro- 
miſe of the life that now is, as well as of that 
which is to come; and is in the higheſt degree 
promotive of the honour and . of a 


country; making perſons free, and perfectly 
free, which godlineſs cannot be any how eſta- 
bliſhed in a country without the order, conde- 
ſcenſion, and unanimity among a people, en- 


joined hy the Goſpel. Licenioufoet and 
confuſion in religion muſt be attended with 


_ the decay, of faith, and that decay of faith 
brings in upon the ſtate ® all ſorts of 1 iniquity, 


MAT, grievances, e T, flavery, 
treachery, 


* What! a traitor to his 3 as well as à Judas to 
his Gop and Saviovnx; muſt that perſon be, who, under 
colour of a conſcientious regard for liberty, is for de- 
ſtroying all order in the Church ? thereby preparing the 
way for-deſtruQive licentiouſneſs and confuſion therein. 


+ Of all kinds of tyranny; none are ſo laſting as the 


tyranny of a ſet of numerous petty tyrants; when ſuch is 
the ſtate of a people, there is little probability of its ever 
| + rc wal he pore " Any mode of government 
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treachery $4/and rebellion; and herein, when 
the world's iniquity ſhall come to its fulneſs, 
God of his gracious goodneſs will put an end 
chereto z accordingly, decay of faith is the fore- 
told ſign of the end of the world, but whether 
tuch decay is generally gaining ground of not, 
no 1 eye can ſee; for if a ſcene of reſt- 

F 2 leffneſs 
wy become tytantiical ; yet modes of government are 
are not indifferent, “ for it is for the tranſgreſſions of a 
land that many are the princes thereof ;” and a peo- 
ple bleſſed with a good and well tempered conſtitution in 
their government, ſuited with moderation to the real 
exigencies of human affairs, and having that moſt valu- 
able privilege of ttial by juries, the nobleſt of this nation ; 
for juries are not only judges of fact, but of law, relative 
to the matter cogniſable by them; if they were not, it 
would be as great a difficulty to ſne the uſe thereof, as 
how long they would be continued; and Engliſhmen 
ſhould take care not to have ſuch guilt publicly lie to 
their charge, as hath been the means of having ſuch 
bleſſings removed by the good and gracious hand of 
Gan, who gave them; and who hath commanded at all 
times, great deference, and all dutiful reſpe& to be paid 

judges, from the high ſtation they are placed in. 

F Where the inhabitants of a country are lawleſs ty- 
rants and ſlaves, there is not true Chriſtian honour, that 
being no where to be found, but where the powers that 
are, rule and are obeyed, as ordained of Gov for the good 
of man ; and their honours reciprocally comfortable and 
ſatisfatory. 


— * 
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leſſneſs and diſcontent, exceſs and extrava- 
gance, rifling, annoying, and debauching one 
another, of being without natural affection, of 
deceiving and being deceived, is found to be 


prevailing in a country, heretofore eminent 


above other countries for the valour and inte- 
grity of the men, and for the virtue and good 
houſewifery of the women; yet in ſome other 
countries the Chriſtian faith may be gaining 
ground. However this may be, the holy 
Scriptures direct us, not only not to be any 
how preſumptuouſly prying into the ſecret 
counſels of Gop herein, but not to be any how 
anxious about the time of the endof this world, 
a time the good and righteous man is to look 
for in joyful hope 5 for himſelf and others, 
truſting in Gop's goodneſs and wiſdom herein; 
accordingly, the carefulneſs and watchfulneſs 
commanded in reſpect of this day, or the day 


of our death, not overtaking us ſuddenly and 
unlooked for, is to be without thoſe: melan- 


choly and gloomy thoughts, which damp all 


chearful induſtry, 1 in acting a virtuous and be 


The 
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The light of the holy Scriptures ' hath emi- 
nently ſhone. here in this country above what 
it hath in other countries, and our church was 
the pureſt and moſt reformed part of the Ca- 
tholic Church; but at preſent ſinking down 
under diſorder, neglect, contempt, and noto- 
rious corrupt practices, in a point which im- 
mediately concerns its welfare, it cannot with 
propriety be ſaid to be reformed ; but it wants 
not now ſo much new laws for its reformation, 
as better manners in its members, in conform- 
ing to its ancient conſtitution : neither, be the 
church of any nation ever ſo much reformed 
above the churches of other countries, hath it 
reaſon to boaſt” of its reformation,” and the 
eftabliſhment thereof: ſo fluctuating are the 
kingdoms and ſtates of this world, even where 
there are the wiſeſt and beſt, the moſt free and 
unbiaſſed of princes; to-ſuccour and defend the 
public profefſion of the Chriſtian” faith; and 
where it is likewiſe moſt agreeable to geber 
councils, the moſt ſolemn occaſional meetings 
of the Church, or, (what is neareſt to general 
councils, {ſince from the preſent circumſtances 
of the world there ſeems not any probability 
of there being general councils) the moſt ſo- 

| 2 lem 
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lemn meetings of the clergy, the biſnopg and 
miniſters of the Goſpel, in convocation from 
this, when duly, called and met, certainly there 
is the greateſt, probability of coming neareſt to 
the truth of any means that can be deviſed; 
notwithſtanding general councils and national 
ſynods have erred, for che church was never 


 ifallible4, but when ang as it was founded on 
the Apoſtles and Prophets, CHRIST Jagvs 


himſelf-being the chief corner-ſtone ; but now 
no een. in a church is or can be ſo 
ſettled, 


* The Church of Geber as à catholic or univerſal 
viſible Society, will never be completely pure, until the 
time of its being triumphant in Heaven, much leſs na- 
tional Churches, which are only parts of deen 


Church, and ſhould be united thereto. 


F The Church not being infallible, doth not take KS 

its due authority and power; the greateſt, the moſt de- 
ſtruQtive error that any national Church can fall into, is, 
when it takes itſelf to he a Church hen it is no Church 
at all, by either being not.received or regarded as a part of 
the Catholic apd Apoſtolic Church of Cux r, orelſe bein 
become a ſchiſm, through national pride; for as pride an 
contempt of others, in wWhomſoe ver it is prevalent, the 
ruling paſſion, ſeparates from the Church of Cx ier, 
making the moſt orthodox perſon a ſchiſmatic, fo. a na: 
tional church, through. national pride, will become a 


ſchiſm, as it is not joined to other Chriſtian Churches by 


the bands of union 6 by the Goſpel. 
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ſettled; but what the conceited and opinionated 
will find fault with, and the delicate and 
ſqueamiſn reject, no reaſon that a due and pro- 
per regard ſhould nat be ſhewn towards tender 
conſciences ; for after their beſt: endeavours 
after unanimity, men will think differently, 
they cannot believe juſt as they will; where 
indeed they have reaſon to ſuſpect their belief 
not to be well founded, they would do well to 
pray to have their faith increaſed, their belief 
helped, and their ertors forgiven; humility. 
and charity will thus direct to what is decent 
and becoming herein, and what is required 
from us; but for the ſqueamiſh and conceited 
to prapoſe, that, what they have foſteted in 
their brain, thrqugh an, infallibilisy worſe tbari 
Popiſh, ſhould bc. received, and chat the regu · 
lar conſtitution of a Church, and its Articles 
of Religion, in a moſt, ſolemn matter debated 
and agreed on, ſhould fall a ſactiſice thereto, 
is as wild and inſolent an attempt againſt Re- 
ligion, as pride and fanaticiſm evet advanced and 
vrged j as was attempted lately by a petition im- 
properly addreſſed; for although the miniſters 
of the, Goſpel, and thoſe to horn it is admini- 
eee the ſame Lonn, and 

F 4 members 
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members of the ſame body; having need of 
each othei's concurring regular aid, in com- 
munion one with another, yet they are diſtinct 
members, though united and com pacted thus 
in one: body: and whatever tends. to pervert 
and confound the differences of adminiſtration, 
and divetſities of operations, tends to impalr 
and deſtroy ; and what could more or faſter 
tend to deſtroy the remains of Crux ts7's Ca- 
tholic and Apoſtolic Church here, than\for 
members of our Chureh to petition, as they 
did againſt ſubſeription to Articles of Reli- 
gion, had it not been improperly addreſſed : 
to petition againſt ſubſcribing to Articles of 
Religion, or to have no Articles thereof, is, 
in fact and conſequence; to petition to have 
no religion at all; petitibning that our Church- 
es might become Pantheons,” and proper in- 
ſcriptions for the Altars therein - muſt have 
been to the unknown Gov)” ſince miniſters 
of all denominations were to have ferved 
krdhereat at large; and like wiſe the further re- 
queſt of theſe" petitioners: Was conſſſtent with 
the reſt of their petition; that our vniverfities, 
like': the academies abfoad, might "become 
9 a for the accompliſn- 
tam ment 
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ment of fine "gentlemen ; where, regardleſs of 
the end for which our univerſities were dedi- 
cated, - by the pious founders thereof, they 
might * ſpend their time in nothing elſe, but 
© either t0-rell,- or to heat ſome new thing,” 
which, however right it was at Atheris,” can 
never be right: at any cnet "ſounded Yo for 
the education of youth in the principles of 
our holy Religion; for what God of his gra. 
eious goodneſs and" mercy” hererofore, (before 
the coming of Jssus CH 7ST, the Sxvious:of 
all men, eſpecially of thoſe that believe) over. 
looked in men; it cannot be imagined that he 
will overlook in thoſe men, who, under means 
of ſeeing the light of the Goſpel, are for eaſt- 
ing off their faith, and uſe every means in 
their power, that it may be ſs done by others; 
and whatſoever may be ſaid in excuſe for the 
ignorance of ſome, who countenanced the late 
petition, what can be ſaid in excuſe for the pe · 
titioning 'clergy z for their ignorance; (where 
ignorange it was) is altogether inexcuſable, 
unleſs they are become ſunk” into the loweſt 
degree of Preſbyterianiſm,” Hike: ſome of the 
Scotch; for how, unleſs thus ſunk into Preſby- 


terianiſm, could they ever have imagined, 
that 
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that to have no articles of religian,.or to . 
articles of religion come from, the people, 
or their repreſentatives, was conſiſtent with 
the Goſpel ſyſtem, of religion? The authority 
of. Miniſters, of the Goſpel, for the diſcharge 
of their miniſterial. duty, being what they nei- 
ther receive nor hold from men ; their charac- 
"ter herein is indelible, except through their own 
apoſtacy. . Gov, is a ſpirit, and expects that 
thoſe, who haye the light of his geyealed will, 

or the knowledge of the Goſpel, ſhould wor- 
ſhip bim in ſpirit and in truth ; and the funda- 
mental articles of this. worſhip,,are the ſame 
throughout the whole Church of Gon; bur 
the.external. modes, or public farms tor, this 
worſhip, cannot be expected to be the fame. in. 
every: part of CHRIST'S. Catholic Church 
therefore, to preſerve it from confuſion and 
diſſolution, che Holy Scriptures are not ſilent 
in what Gon hath appointed for public decen- 
ey, order, and unity in his Church, neither is 
the Goſpel Gent to whom the interpretation 
of thoſe holy e 01069 e 0 rener, 
ee edt219 0 90182 
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la whatever country a reformation" in' reli 
gion is wanting, and the people thereof are 
bleſſed with light to ſee in Hat points iris 
wanted in, and witk a diſpoſition duly to rel 
ceiut it, there amhappy reformation in churck 
and ftate will be. brought about, for the wel: 
fare; of both are. inſepambly linked together 
but no reformation of religion can take effect 
unleſs articles af religion be originated by the 
clergy, and afterwards duly received by the 
laity, which is agreeable to what hath been the 
practice af Curisrz's: church; in conformity to 
that promiſe of his being with his church always; 


even unto the end of the worid. For the par- 


liament to originate and impoſe articles of re- 
ligion, this undoubtedly. would be to ſubſtitute 


2 parliamentary religion inſtead of the Ohriſi 


tian religion ; inſtead of that religion which 
which Jxsus Ouxisr did inſtitute, and ap- 


pointed to be adminiſtered unto men, by men 


ordained for that purpoſe. Without articles 
of religion, what remains there are of the pub. 


lic profeſſions of the religion which Gon, the 


Gop of peace: and order, inſtituted, willed; 


granted, and ordained, through the mediation 


of his only and eternal Son, for the redemption 


and 
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and ſalvation of men, will be, through endleſs 
diſputes, effaced from the minds of the people; 
therefore, if a ſecond like attempt ſnould be 
made by the late rejected petitioners, may 
cheir petition meet with the lame | repullſe it 
ought from the honourable houſe of Commons, 
the preſent choſen repreſentatives of the peo- 
ple; that part of the legiſlative power, afſem- 
bled under his Sovereign Majeſty the King; 
and who, if they would reflect, probably may 
ſee, that they have lately buſied themſelves 
too much: with thoſe inſtitutions: and appoint- 


ments, which are peculiar' to, and ſacred in 


our holy Religion; and from ſuch reflection 
become a mutual comfort, by being ſuch 
faithful ſervants of their king and country as 
the perfect jaw of liberty requites; of: elſe, 
guided by principles inconfiſtent with the pub- 
lie profe ſſion of our holy Religion, they na- 
turally will act to mutual unhappineſs and mi- 
ſety. by eraſing that from the Church of 
England; which is the baſis on which the true 
and public profeſſion of our holy Religion 
was placed on by its diving Author. 0 COU 
nTheſe reſtleſs petitioners, let any one of 
them f conſider off and aſk himſelf 
bs this 
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this queſtion, Whether their petitioning the 
parliament, either about making or annulling 
articles of Religion, tends to advance or to 
deſtroy Religion? The anſwer is obvious to 
any man of common honeſty and common 
ſenſe, at leaſt if he hath EY ſenſe at al = 4 
Chriſtian Religion. 

The reſpectable footing on neh the mi- 
niſters of the Goſpel were received here, is 
fenced and guarded by the moſt ſolemn 
tyes and obligations on the receivers and the 
received; and which cannot be broken without 
proſtituting the Church to the powers of this 
world; a practice that only falſe prophets, or 
heterodox miniſters and preachers of Religion 
give into, out of a love of this world ; ſeduced 
by which, and through a diſtruſt of our Loxb, 
they fall into deſtructive alliances with this 
world; cautioned againſt, and forbidden on 
the ſevereſt penalty. All that can be done by 
men for the advancement” or eſtabliſhment of 
the public profeſſion of the Chriſtian Religion, 
in any country, confiſts in the different mem- 
bers of :CarisT's Church acting with unani- 
mity and ſympathy; or in communion one 
with another, by doing the office and. duty of 

| their 
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their reſpectivs ſtations, as diverſe or different 
members of one body, under one ſupreme or 
head. Although: ſuch unanimity, regutarity, 
order, and ſubordination; founded on ſettled 
or received articles of the Chriſtian Neligion, 
are neceſſary to a Church yet moderation and 
truth are not leſs ſo; and it: muſt be owned, 
that all irreligious oaths are juſt cauſes of of- 
fence ta chuſeienees any how feeling, and ne- 


ver can contribute to the upholding of a 


Church, but tend to the decay of that, and of 
every thing that is good. How far the Chriſ- 
tian faith in general may be now on its decline, 
no humble and ſenſible man will preſume to 
fay'y but how much it is ſo in any particular 
country, that the contempt and neglect; it is 
treated with there doth ſhe w. Irreligious ſwear- 
ing; like idolatry and bloodſhed, is a cauſe 
that maketh a land to mourn; but there is no 
horrid ĩniquity, no black deed that any nation 
is guilty of, but what the blood of J asus 
Cukir. is ſufficient to waſſi away the ſtain 
thereof; and forgiveneſs always hath been, 
and is ready to be granted to a people truly 


and ſinderely repenting of the ills they have 


done, by Almighty Gop, as good and patient 
119111 | | in 


- 
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in extending mercy, as he is mighty to puniſh. 
And confidering what knowledge this nation 
hath been enlightened with, and what hath 
come to paſs; here, ſurely this land will be 
eminent either for its happinęſs or its miſery: 
however this may be, doubtleſs the light, which 
the Sun of righteouſneſs brought into the 
world, will, in ſome part of the world, calmly 
ſet in glory; and why not in this country; 
though tempeſtuous ſtorms. and dark clouds 
elſewhere attend the evening of its day? The 
Church of CRI H here on earth, ſurrounded 
and beſieged by its adverſaries, will be de- 
fended in its laſt remains, as the beloved city 
of Gop, and his hand diſcernible in its defence, 
and his continual righteouſneſs herein acknow- 
ledged by all thoſe who believe his revealed 
will; ſuch. apprehenſions of the Chriftian reli. 
gion ſhould makes; the Chriſtian walk circum- 
ſpectly, and the charity of our religion bids us 
hope for the beſt from Gon, abundant in goods 
neſs; and the hearts of Engliſhmen (ſhould 
burn with ardent zeal for the regular profeſ- 
ſion of the Chriſtian religion, out of faithful 
love to their country, and ſincere regard for 
the honour and welfare thereof, hoping this, 

that 


— 
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that their country may continue Chriſtiam | - 
the laſt;“ towards obtaining; which end 
from future reformation, it behoveth them not 
to be reflecting with bitter and ſcornful:cen- 
ſoriouſneſs; what ſmall flaw or defect there 
may be in the reformation of our Church, in 
the reforming of which the reformers, ſadly 
efitangled with the tyranny and darkneſs that 
then prevailed both in church and Rate, acted 
according to what chey believed was: right: 
but whether we are worthy of a Church ſo near; 
at this diſtance of time, in purity to the pri- 
mitive Church; ſuch a way of thinking would 
afford a proſpect of our being induced t 
4 Walk worthy of the vocation wherewith) we 
are called, with all lowlineſs and meekneſs, 
with long · ſuffering, forbtaring one another 
et in love, endeavouring to keep the unity of 
eiche ſpitit in the bond of peace;“ thus be re- 
formed by the ways and means appointed in 
the Goſpel: and thus that we an bo; b Gent 
| his infinite mercy grant, 8c: : 1 eien 
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